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“Funeral Rites” & “Casualty”
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I shouldered a kind of manhood
stepping in to lift the coffins
of dead relations.
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“their eyelids glistening”. “their dough-white hands” &
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as wax melted down
and veined the candles,
the flames hovering
to the women hovering

behind me.

And always, in a corner,
The coffin lid,

Its nail-heads dressed

with little gleaming crosses.
Dear soapstone masks,
kissing their igloo brows
had to suffice

before the nails were sunk
and the black glacier

of each funeral

pushed away.
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Now as news comes in

of each neighbourly murder
we pine for ceremony,
customary rhythms:

the temperate footsteps
of a cortége, winding past
each blinded home.
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Out of side-streets and by-roads

purring family cars

nose into line,

the whole country tunes
to the muffled drumming

of ten thousand engines.
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Somnambulant women,
left behind, move
through emptied kitchens

imagining our slow triumph
towards the mounds.
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Quiet as a serpent
in its grassy boulevard,

the procession drags its tail
out of the Gap of the North
as its head already enters
the megalithic doorway.
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We would be on our own
And, always politic
And Shy of condescension.
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The common funeral

Unrolled its swaddling band,
Lapping, tightening

Till we were braced and bound
Like brothers in a ring.
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That morning
When he took me in his boat,
The screw purling, turning
Indolent fathoms white,
I tasted freedom with him.
To get out early, haul
Steadily off the bottom,
Dispraise the catch, and smile
As you find a rhythm
Working you, slow mile by mile,
Into your proper haunt
Somewhere, well out, beyond . . .*

ZAZE RO T YA L A EELTIER R IEANA
BoTBY. FAIMHEE—/HIC THH] L) boxk
DI HEAZLFERICHEZ L, MESGHEZBVDT
. FAOERIE. wo KN EIXADLMIHIZHLED
WLREYFT (“proper haunt”) &Aoo
ZL T, ZOFILTOEATTRAR,

PR EEAKRT S (RH) —67—
Dawn-sniffing revenant,
Plodder through midnight rain,

Question me again.
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