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So Tom Buchanan and his girl and I went up together to New
York—or not quite together, for Mrs. Wilson sat discreetly in another
car. Tom deferred that much to the sensibilities of those East Eggers

who might be on the train. (29)
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This is a valley of ashes — a fantastic farm where ashes grow like
wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens where ashes take the
forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke and finally, with a
transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling

through the powdery air. (26)
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One story is good only till another is told, and sky-scrapers are the last
word of economic ingenuity only till another word be written. This shall
be possibly a word of still uglier meaning, but the vocabulary of thrift at
any price shows boundless resources, and the consciousness of that
truth, the consciousness of the finite, the menaced, the essentially
invented state, twinkles ever, to my perception, in the thousand glassy

eyes of these giants of the mere market. (77-78)
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In one of the windows over the garage the curtains had been

moved aside a little, and Myrtle Wilson was peering down at the car. So
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engrossed was she that she had no consciousness of being observed, and
one emotion after another crept into her face like objects into a slowly
developing picture. Her expression was curiously familiar—it was an
expression I had often seen on women’s faces, but on Myrtle Wilson’s
face it seemed purposeless and inexplicable until I realized that her
eyes, wide with jealous terror, were fixed not on Tom, but on Jordan

Baker, whom she took to be his wife. (119)
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Turner’s notion that the West offered a “free” escape from economic
hardship seems ironically echoed in George Wilson's claim to Tom
Buchanan, after requesting money from the man who is sleeping with
his wife, “My wife and I want to go west...And now she’s going whether

she wants to or not.” (162)
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And as I sat there brooding on the old, unknown world, I thought of
Gatsby’s wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of
Daisy’s dock. He had come a long way to this blue lawn and his dream
must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it. He did
not know that it was already behind him, somewhere back in that vast
obscurity beyond the city, where the dark fields of the republic rolled
on under the night.

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by
year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter
— tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther. ... And
one fine morning ——

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly

into the past. (171-72)
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The Great Gatsby DT 27 A MBS [JKOK] L wv) SHEOHMHAD “a
valley of ashes” (26) & AREiEH %o TWAHFHEIX, #Rith B M T .,
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