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Advantages and Precautions for Attendance/Absence Management
of Students Utilizing a “Face-recognition System”

Takayuki Nemoro, Takahiro Iwamoto

Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, Fukuoka University

Abstract

Recently, Hyogo College of Medicine started to manage the attendance/absence of students utilizing a
“face-recognition system”. At the Faculty of Medicine, Fukuoka University, the administrative staff cur-
rently confirms the attendance of students by scanning their IC cards with a handy card reader. We there-
fore investigated the advantages and concerns associated with managing the attendance/absence of
students by utilizing a “face-recognition system”, and then tried to compare out findings with the current
card reader system. The “face-recognition system” can quickly and accurately confirm the attendance or
absence of students in class, thus resulting in a reduction of administrative work. The system provider
suggested that the cost of introducing the equipment and maintenance required to run the “face-recogni-
tion system” is closely comparable to that of the current card reader system. On the other hand, it should
be noted that if a security accident occurs in association with the “face-recognition system”, there is leak-
age risk of not only the student ID number and name, but also of facial photographic information. There-
fore, when introducing a “face-recognition system” for Faculty of Medicine, Fukuoka University, the
Medical Faculty Council should sufficiently consider their advantages and concerns associated with such
a system.
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