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—Andrea Levy @ Every Light in the House Burnin’ & Fruit of the Lemon—
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VD A TEHMOBSNEZE SR TE, kDX )14 5, “ .. and I want to dispel any impression that my government is in some sense
clamping down on Commonwealth citizens, particularly those from the Caribbean who live a life here. I take this issue very seriously. The
home secretary apologised in the House of Commons yesterday for any anxiety caused. And I want to apologise to you today. Because we are
genuinely sorry for any anxiety that has been caused . ... Those who arrived from the Caribbean before 1973 and lived here permanently with-
out significant periods of time away in the last 30 years have the right to remain in the UK, as do the vast majority of long—term residents who
arrived later. I don't want anybody to be in any doubt about their right to remain here in the United Kingdom.”Z #3512 BBC & =71 7
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My dad was from Jamaica—born and bred. He
came to this country in 1948 on the Empire Win-
drush ship. My mum joined him six months later in
his one room in Earl's Court. He never talked about
When I asked
my dad about the photo that fascinated me, he

his family or his life in Jamaica . . . .

would grudgingly admit that it was where he lived.
But when I pressed him to tell me more he would
shrug and tell me not to bother him. (Lzght 3)

‘Your mum and dad came on a banana boat, that
was what the bully boys at my primary school used
to say . ... Faith is a darkie and her mum and dad

came on a banana boat.’ . ..
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My mum and dad never talked about their lives
before my brother Carl and I were born. (Lemon 3-
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I went to smile but I couldn't. ‘Going home to Ja-
maica, I eventually said. I had then intended to say,
‘Fantastic! I can come and visit, but instead I said,
‘Why?’

“Your dad and me are getting old now, Mum
started, ‘and we feel that you and Carl are grown—
up, so we can go home and ...

T'd stopped listening. Because what I meant by
why, the question I wanted answering was, why Ja-
maica? Why is Jamaica home? (Lemon 45)
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I knew this society better than my parents. My
parents’ strategy was to keep as quiet as possible in
the hope that no one would know that they had
sneaked into this country. They wanted to be no
bother at all. But I had grown up in its English ways.
I could confront it, rail against it, fight it, because it
was mine—a birthright. (Light 88)
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‘We did some travelling around, Andrew inter-
rupted. His accent was strange—part Jamaican,
part Scottish. I had to listen carefully to understand



him.

‘Oh, travelled round, my dad repeated.

“To the highlands, Andrew said.

‘Oh, that’s lovely, my mum said, but her accent
had changed. She spoke like someone announcing a
programme on television. I stared at her. ‘T love the
highlands, she went on. (Light 121)
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LY A BT R R SR, BHOOV—YThb
VAN EEBRICHML TS, [LEV] IZZF O
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