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The present paper examines whether changes in FO
in the first and second syllables in a word affect the
perception of the Japanese short versus long vowel
contrast. Results of two perceptual experiments
suggest that a vowel in the second syllable in a three-
syllable word is more likely to be perceived as a long
vowel when its FO has a falling contour. A dynamic FO
also affects the judgment of phonological vowel length
in the first syllable in a three-syllable word: Listeners
are more likely to judge the vowel as “short” when
the vowel has a dynamic FO.
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LB (ABEO o = 005+3 = 0017) OF5H, Pl
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NG — VRS TEHT, FHRHR EARGNIC RS
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