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Abstract：Background/Aims：Hepatocelluar carcinoma（HCC）has a higher rate of recurrence 

after treatment because of its multiple central growth and intrahepatic metastasis in compari-

son to other cancers.　Recent studies have shown angiotensin converting enzyme（ACE）inhibi-

tors to reduce the mortality rate of cancer through its inhibitory effect on neovascu-

larization.　We therefore examined effects of ACE inhibitors on the growth of HCC which ac-

companies profound neovascularization.　The inhibition of the growth of cancer by ACE inhibi-

tors is said to induce neovascularization.　ACE inhibitors are therefore expected to be effective 

for the treatment of HCC with many newly formed blood vessels.　Method：Of the 318 patients 

who were diagnosed with HCC and received medical treatment initially, 32 patients with a tumor 

diameter of less than 5 cm and hepatic reserve capacity classified as A or B according to the 

Child’ s classification, who take only one kind of antihypertensive agent because of hypertension 

developing complication, were selected as the subjects.　Ten of those patients were taking ACE 

inhibitors while and 22 patients were taking calcium antagonists.　Results：Concerning the clini-

cal features, significant differences were found in the diastolic pressure but not in the number of 

tumors and tumor diameter between the two groups.　The 3�year recurrence rate was 67.5％ in 

the ACE inhibitor group and 62.6％ in the calcium antagonist group（p＝0.851）.　Conclusion：

According to the retrospective investigation, no significant difference in the 3�year recurrence 

rate was found between the group of ACE inhibitor and calcium antagonist.
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