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Assessment of Suicidal Patients Admitted to the Emergency and
Critical Care Center of Fukuoka University Hospital
Consultation—Liaison Serviceld April[IIT] to March[I1T1[]

Nobuaki ETd’® Taisuke Kitamura’, Keiichi Tanaka™™
and Ryoji NisHiMura®

Ut Department of Psychiatry, Fukuoka University Faculty of Medicine
Ut Department of Emergency and Critical Care Medicine, Fukuoka University Faculty of Medicine

Abstractl] The authors conducted studies of suicide attempts among the patients admitted to
the emergency and critical care center of Fukuoka University Hospital.O0 From April (ITT] we
started a thorough investigation of these patients, especially regarding their psychiatric
diagnoses.OJ There were [1J suicidal patients admitted to the emergency unit during a one-year
O from April(IIJ to MarchITD0 of those] died as a result of each suicidal attempt, and1J sur-
vived at the point of discharge from the emergency unit.00 Regarding the methods of suicide em-
ployed, poisoning including ingestion of drugs and CO poisoning was the most prevalentT]
patientsd, followed by hangingd[J0 jumping from a high placeJ[TI[J cutting or piercing them-
selves with a sharp instrumentO0O0O in order of frequency.Od The psychiatric diagnoses ICD+{T]
criteriad of all suicidal patients included (IO of FJ, IO of AJ, 0O of FJ, and0 of A1.O To
investigate these patients, we identified some issues when assessing them psychiatricallyd they
include the difference of methodological approaches between patients who actually committed
suicide and those who attempted suicide but survived, the problems resulting from the environ-
ment where their physical conditionsO and/or[ therapies should be the first consideration.dJ We
also found some tendencies of suicidal patients which make them difficult to assessl including
their psycho —social isolation and psychiatric symptoms e.g. psychosis, dissociation, emotional
instability10 The role of psychiatrists in assessing suicidal patients in the emergency unit may
be important for promoting suicide prevention.

Key words[ Suicide Attempt, Consultation — Liaison Service, Emergency Medicine, Psychiat-
ric Diagnosis
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