Treatment with a Phlebotomy for Chronic Hepatitis C

Genryu Hirand®, Takashi TanakaA™, Shinjiro InomaTa®,
Takayuki HAanand™, Syuichi Uepat, Teruo MaTtsumoTtd™,
Shinya Nistizawa™, Akira Anan'®, Yasuaki Takeyama't,
Masanori YokovamaAt, Makoto Irig’s, Kaoru Iwata™f,
Satoshi Snakapd™, Tetsuro Sonpa”®, Midori Kumacawa™,
Keiko NisuP and Shotaro Sakisakal®

U0 Department of Gastroenterology, Fukuoka University School of Medicine
b8 Fukuoka University Hospital Transfusion Part

Abstract] We performed a phlebotomy in five patients with chronic hepatitis C.00 The serum
aminotransferase] ALTOlevels in all patients treated by a phlebotomy decreased in comparision
to the levels before treatment.O In the long term follow-up, the normalization of the serum ALT
values was maintained for[1] months.O0 A phlebotomy has been reported to have a suppressive ef-
fect on hepatic fibrosis and hepatocarcinogenesis, while also having an enhancing an effect on in-
terferon therapy.d We thus consider a phlebotomy to be a safe and effective therapy for patients
with chronic hepatitis C.
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