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Three Universities

[0 During my sabbatical year] from April of 2012 through
March of 2013[] | visited many memorable places in
America and England, but I'd especialy like to share my
impressions of three remarkable universities: the
University of Cdlifornia, Riverside, the University of
Michigan, and the University of Oxford.

The University of California, Riverside

April 1% through June 30"

0 When | was a boy, | lived in Riverside in the desert of
Southern California.[] Just past our back yard rose tawny
mountains, bristling with sage, cactus, and rocks and
teeming with creatures, from horny toads and rosy boas
to roadrunners and rabbits, a rich place to explore and
play. Because of that past, and because UCR is home to
the Eaton Collection of Science Fiction and Fantasy, the
largest such collection in the world, | began my sabbatical
there.

0 UCR began in 1907 as the¢' UC Citrus Experiment
Station” and became one of the ten public University of
California campuses in 1959.00 Today it has a modest
academic reputation, being ranked 101% among the best
American universities.J UCR has a large student
population.[] In 2012, 30,395 people applied to the school,
19,062 were accepted, and 4,034 enrolled, bringing the
total number of students to 21,0050 including 2,466
graduate studentsC10] It's not cheap: in 2013-2014, the
tuition and fees are $13,869 for in-statel] Cdlifornia
residentl] undergraduates and $36,747 for out-of -state ones.
0 UCR is an oasis in the desert.00 When | visited there
it was hot and dry even in April.O It has a 4.9 square
kilometer campus, made beautiful by eucalyptus and
pepper trees, flowering shrubs, green lawns, cute lizards,
pretty birds, and modern buildings, all centered around a
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49-meter tall carillon bell tower.J UCR is not closely
integrated into the city of Riverside] population 310,000C]
for the campus lies discrete from the neighboring
residential areas and far from the downtown, with the
result that most students probably need cars.

0 The caretaker of the Eaton Collection, Dr. Melissa
Conway, was helpful and friendly, the main library well
organized. Anyone can enter it and access the stacks,
though a card is required to check out books.[J Walking
through the campus, | was impressed by the many Asian,
Hispanic, and African American students chatting,
snacking, and studying everywhere. Indeed, in 2012 US
News ranked UCR as the 8th most ethnically diverse
university in the USA, when 35.700 of the students were
Asian American, 31.50 Hispanic American, 1700 white,
6.6[1 African American, 2.600 other or unknown, and
5.500 international.[] UCR offersits students a variety of
financial aid options to help them graduate.

0 My impression of UCR, then, was of a beautiful,
friendly, and ethnically diverse desert university.[] One

of America's strongest and most difficult traitsisits multi-
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racial composition, and it felt good to see so many young
people of color working for a university education.[] |
hope that they may achieve their American dreams.

The University of Michigan

July 1% through September 30"

0 From the desert to the Midwest. From 1984 through
1992 | attended graduate school at the University of
MichiganJ U-M in Ann Arbor[J population 114,0000]
earning there my MA and PhD in English Language and
Literature and discovering that | enjoy discussing literature
and life with young people.C And so | spent the second
stage of my sabbatical there.

0 Established in 1817, U-M numbers among the top five
universities in the USA and the top twenty in the world.(J
U-M is a larger public ingtitution than UCR. In 2012
45,000 people applied for admission, with about a third
being accepted and about 6,000 enrolling, making the U-M
student population 43,426, including 12,714 graduate
students.] U-M is less racialy diverse than UCR, with
650 of its undergraduates being white, 12.1[01 Asian
American, 5800 African American, 4.100 Hispanic
American, and 5.700 international .0 U-M is more expen-
sive than UCR: For the 2013-14 academic year, tuition
will cost in-statel] Michigan resident (] undergraduates
$14,618 and out-of -state ones $43,036.

0 The U-M campus occupies 2.88 square kilometers and
includes giant classroom and office buildings, high quality
museums and libraries, a large arboretum, and numerous
majestic oak and elm trees, cheeky squirrels, and charming
robins and gold finches.[l Everywhere flowers appeal to
the eyes and lawns to the body.J And U-M is integrated
into downtown Ann Arbor, uniting’ town and] academicl]
gown.” J Many stores, restaurants, and apartments lie
within easy walking distance of campus.lJ When | stayed
at U-M last year, | found that those traits were much the
same as when | was a student there, and that the Harlan
Hatcher Library is still useful and well equipped, with
3.5 million volumes.[O As with UCR, anyone may enter
the library, though a card is needed to check out books.
O | also discovered, however, that some things have
changed at U-M.[J For one thing, brand new buildings

have sprouted up everywhere like giant glass and concrete
mushrooms. a state-of-the-art children’s hospital, an
extension to the Museum of Art, an expansion of the
football stadium(] capacity 109,901(] large dormitories,
and more.[] For ancther, the town has lost many of its
small, independent shops, which have been replaced by
chain stores, and the once myriad used and independent
bookstores have been reduced to three.d U-M’s expansion
and Ann Arbor’'s homogenization have cost them some
of their former charm.

0 Before my sabbatical, |1 had heard that, like the USA
itself, American colleges and universities were in dire
financial straits, forced to reduce classes and staff and
increase tuition.[] And because the state of Michigan gives
amost no money to higher education now, how, |
wondered, could U-M do so much construction ?0]
Because of wesalthy alumni donors—which is why the new
buildings bear names like the Stephen M. Ross School of
Business. U-M’s multi-billion dollar endowment is the 71"
largest among American universities.

0 U-M and Ann Arbor are surrounded by financially
challenged Michigan cities like Detroit, which in July of
2013 filed for bankruptcy, and the contrast between the
thriving university and the declining cities around it
highlights some of the inequalities in American society.[]
Elite universities attract top-class faculty and students and
build new structures for them with their big endowments
and government contracts, which are less available for less
prestigious ingtitutions..] U-M is a vibrant educational

[

The U-M Campus and English Department

— M —



institution well integrated into its city, but its conspicuous
construction makes me worry about America.

The University of Oxford
Octaober 1% through March 31%
O From America to England.[] | first visited Oxford in
1994 to present a paper at a conference. [ When | tried
to peek inside the University of Oxford’'s famous Bodleian
Library, the entrance guard asked me* Are you a
reader 7 and | innocently answered; Yes, | love reading
books,” and he sharply informed me that only official
Readers could enter the library.0 Apart from that
embarrassing encounter, Oxford enchanted me.l Its
narrow roads winding round weathered, honey-colored
buildings punctuated by tall steeples and grotesque
gargoyles made me look forward to doing research at the
Bodleian[] triumphantly as a Reader after eighteen
years![] for the last six months of my sabbatical.
0 History and culture saturate Oxford[] population about
151,0000] especially its ubiquitous university.[] Tracing
its origin back to 1096, the university is comprised of
thirty-eight independent colleges like Christ Church and
New College, many dating back to the Middle Ages.O]
Oxford is one of the top ranked universities in the world,
boasting 51 Nobel Prize laureates and possessing many
fine museums, like the Ashmolean, which displays artifacts
from many cultures and eras, and the University Museum
of Natural History, which houses everything from a
tyrannosaurus to a dodo.lJ Oxford University students,
then, feel part of both a large and prestigious university
and of an intimate and unique college within it.
O The University of Oxford is somewhat expensive.l]
College tuition is free for UK and EU citizens, but costs
£ 6,157 for overseas students while the university tuition
for an undergraduate degree in English Language and
Literature costs £ 9,000 for UK and EU citizens, £ 13,200
for overseas students.[1 | found no racial datafor students
on the university website, but | did learn that typically
17,000 people annualy apply for admission to the
university, which offers about 3,000 new places per year,
and that about 8,000 students of the 20,000 enrolled
0 undergraduates and graduate students[] are foreign.

0 With 11 million volumes arranged on 190 kilometers
of shelves[] growing by five kilometers per year(] the
Bodleian Library is mind boggling, and it felt quite a
privilege to become a Reader with access to the holdings.[]
However, all the books must be read on the premises, and
| ended up using the Oxford Public Library nearly as much
as the Bodleian, because | could easily enter and check
books out from the former.

O If Oxford is the city and university of* gleaming spires,”
it isalso acity and university of forbidding walls.0 Unlike
UCR and U-M, the University of Oxford radiates
exclusivity.[ In addition to only Readers being permitted
to enter the Bodleian Library, the high walls of the college
campuses are passable only through porter’s lodges like
castle gatehouses.[1 Not a few colleges are closed to the
public, and those that are open are only so for afew hours
per day and most of those charge fees ranging from £ 2
to £ 8.50.00 The colleges of course cannot permit tourists
to traipse freely about the school grounds, distracting
students and faculty from their academic pursuits, but the
system is off-putting.

O I did find a splendid way to visit the colleges: attend
their Evensongs.[] For free anyone may attend these
evening Anglican services featuring the different college
choirs singing psalms and hymns.[] Sitting in the candlelit
chapels as the organ music thrummed through my body
and the pure voices soared through the ceilings |eft atheist
me humming with joy.

0 A more unsettling feature of Oxford was the rather large
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number of poor people, often accompanied by patient
dogs, quietly asking for money outside colleges or shops.[]
The gap between the elite education going on behind the
walls and the poor people begging outside was
remarkable.0] It recalled the U-M’s new buildings and
Detroit’s financial woes.

[0 Despite the charisma of the university, then, at times my
rich experience in Oxford was difficult, partly due to the
long, gray, cold British winter, but also partly due to
Oxford's mixed nature as both a popular tourist destination
and an elite educational institution.[] Perhaps because I'm
American, | felt more comfortable at UCR and U-M on
their welcoming campuses—school buildings in public
parks—than at the University of Oxford on its constraining
campus—jprivate castles in a city.[] A wonderful place to
be a student or teacher, it may feel cold to a long-term
visitor or poor resident.

The University as a Special Place

O The university isideally a place where students and staff
may affordably, comfortably, and effectively pursue higher
education and research.[J A place where they may develop
the ability to think critically through contact with a variety
of ideas and approaches to learning and understanding.[
And aplace where they may belong to a special academic
community integrated into the larger external com-
munity.[] | believe that UCR, U-M, Oxford University—
and Fukuoka University—all achieve those goals to some
degree.0) | thank my colleagues and Fukuoka University
for helping me have an unforgettable experience abroad.

O Data is from the UCR, U-M, and Oxford University
websites:
O O http://www.ucr.edu/
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0 O http://www.umich.edu/ ﬂ:’;‘f§;
O O http:/Avww.ox.ac.uk/ (ﬁ b
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