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To-day, my wife, Rosebud, and I, went to see Miss
Homer; and as her studio seems to be mixed up with
Gibson’s, we had an opportunity of glancing at some of
his beautiful works. We saw a Venus and a Cupid, both
of them tinted, and, side by side with them, other statues
identical with these, except that the marble was left in
its pure whiteness. The tint of the Venus seemed to be
a very delicate, almost imperceptible, shade of yellow;
I think, or buff; that of the Cupid was a more decided
yellow; and the eyes and hair of both, and especially
the Cupid, were colored so as to indicate life rather than
imitate it. The apple in Venus’s hand was brightly gilt. |
must say, there was something fascinating and delectable
in the warm, yet delicate tint of the beautiful nude Venus,
although I should have preferred to dispense with the
colouring of the eyes and hair; nor am I at all certain that
I should not, in the end, like the snowy whiteness better
for the whole statue. Indeed, I am almost sure I should;
for this lascivious warmth of hue quite demoralizes the
chastity of the marble, and makes one feel ashamed to
look at the naked limbs in the company of women. There
is not the least question about the eyes and hair; their ef-
fect is shocking, in proportion to the depth of tint. (CE:
X1V, 157)
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