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Abstract
The rural family revolutionized educational consciousness
in period of rapid economic growth. According to previous
research, rural families’ consciousness of education represent
a model of new middle class families in urban areas has
and reflects the spread of rapid economic growth of Japan.
Moreover, it was found that rural families' educational
consciousness was changed by the decision to give up farming
and the lack of a successor.
The purpose of this research is to explain the education
orientation of families in rural areas during periods of rapid
economic growth. Therefore, the present study aimed to
clarify how rural families’ educational consciousness changes.
Elucidation of changes in the educational consciousness of
rural families would not only contribute to clarification of
the formation of views on childrearing and education among
parents in Japan, but also be meaningful for understanding the
current views on education among parents.
This research analyzed the contents of participants’ comments
in "deliberations related to childrearing and health" published
in “le no Hikari” during periods of rapid economic growth.
These comments were compared with the results of a survey
regarding life and education in a rural area.
The results showed that mothers assumed responsibility for
the educational consciousness of parents in rural areas during
periods of rapid economic growth, even if childrearing was
performed by the mother-in-law, and that mothers of part-
time farming households served as a model for childrearing.
In addition, while the rate of advancement to higher education
and the number of education-oriented families increased in
rural areas, the primary reason for this was migration from
rural areas to urban areas.
However, families living in rural areas had not completely
lost the expectation of agricultural succession. Some full-time

farmers who remained in the rural area increased agricultural

(1)

DB

R T

(B8 Bl

N

productivity, and encouraged their children to pursue
education with the aim of becoming a farm manager. Other
families in rural encouraged their children to pursue education
with the aim of becoming a second-rank farmer with a side
job. This allows the family to occupy an agricultural site
while working as a government official, teacher, or company
employee, while continuing the stable succession of the house
(“Ie”).
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