
Current Medical Economic Problems Associated

with Laparoscopic�assisted Colectomies

Seiichiro HOSHINO１）, Masayasu NAITO１）, Kenji MAKI１）,
Tatsuya HASHIMOTO１）, Motomichi NAKAGAWA１）, Yasushi YAMAUCHI１）,

Katsuichi MATSUO１）, Tetsuo SHINOHARA１）, Tomoaki NORITOMI１）,

Hideo SHIMURA１）, Yuichi YAMASHTA１） and Tomoko NAKAGAWA２）

１） Department of Gastroenterological Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Fukuoka University
２） Department of Operating, Faculty of Nursing, Fukuoka University Hospital

Abstract：The treatment results and NHI（National Health Insurance）scores of ７ cases that 

underwent LAC（Laparoscopic�Assisted colectomy）were compared with those obtained for ３１ 

cases of OC（open colectomy）in order to assess any associated problems.　The treatment re-

sults indicate that LAC is less invasive, while allowing for an early discharge（２７.２ days vs. １８.３ 

days）.　LAC has a low total NHI score and a high daily NHI score, thus yielding a reduced eco-

nomic burden for patients and a more effective use of hospital beds.　However, a large number 

of disposable devices that cannot be claimed by the Japanese insurance system were also used in 

LAC（￥３２３,１６６ vs. ￥４７,９８６）, which is economically inefficient for hospital management.  There-

fore, a further revision of the Japanese NHI system and lower costs such as obtaining high vol-

ume discounts are desirable.

Key words：Laparoscopic colectomy, Medical economics, National Health Insurance, dispos-

able device

 


