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NewPronouns
andLossofPronouns

inEnglishandJapanese

StephenHowe＊

Introduction

Thispaperwilldiscussoriginsofnewpronounformsandlossofpronouns

inEnglishandJapanese.Thestudyformspartofaseriesofworking

papersonpersonalpronouns:Howe(2010),apreliminarycomparisonof

personalpronounsinEnglishandJapanese,Howe(2009a)onpronoun

morphology,Howe(forthcominga)onreanalysisinpronouns,Howe

(forthcomingb)onpronounsandpoliteness,andHowe(forthcomingc)on

referenceandellipsis.

Insomeofthecategoriesdiscussedinthispaperformscanoccurin

placeofpersonalpronounsonanadhocbasis－ forexamplereflexivesin

EnglishMysisterandmyselfwentsailingyesterday.Titlesinpersonal

referenceareorhavebeencommoninanumberofEuropeanlanguages,for

instanceSwedishHarprofessornl�stminuppsats?('Hastheprofessor

[=you]readmyessay?'),andsuchuseisofcourseverycommonin

Japanese,asinSenseiwam�mesiagarimasitaka.Furthercategoriesare

demonstrativesordirectionaldeicticexpressions,suchasJapanesekotira
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andGermanWasmachtPeter?Derschl�ftnoch,andcompoundssuchas

Englishyoutwo,youguysandJapanesebokurafutari.

However,hereonly'permanent'newpersonalpronounformswillbe

discussedindetail,althoughadistinctionbetweenadhocand'permanent'

isnotalwaysclearcut,andsomeadhocusagesdevelopto'permanent'new

forms,aswillbediscussedlater.Onepossibletestforapronounwouldbe

whetheraform － kotiraoranataforexample－ canoccuronlyin

personalpronounuseandnolongerinitsoriginalmeaningorfunction.

Originsofnewpronounforms

Suzuki(1978:119)makesanilluminatingpointthatintheIndo-European

languagefamily,thesamepronoun－ forexampletheetymonofEnglish

I,LatinegoandFrenchje－hasbeenusedasa1stpersonsingularpronoun

'continuouslyandconsistently'forthousandsofyears.This,hemaintains,

isastrikingcontrasttoJapanese.

TheModernJapaneseformswatakusiandbokudonotdatebackto

OldJapanese,nordoestheuseofkimi,omae,anataandkisamaasforms

ofaddress,'althoughsomeofthesetermsmayhavebeenpresentearlieras

membersofnouncategories'(Suzuki1978:120).Smith(1983:77,drawingon

Miller1967:32)statesthata'quiteremarkablefeatureofpersonalreferents

inJapanisthegreatrapiditywithwhichtheyhavechangedhistorically.

MostofthosefoundinMeijilettersanddiariesofonlyacenturyago,no

lessthanalmosttheentireinventoryofpersonalreferentswidelyemployed

intheTokugawaperiod,havepassedoutofusealmostcompletely.'Suzuki

states(1978:120):'InJapanese,sincethebeginningofhistory,newpersonal

pronounsforthespeaker,aswellasforthehearer,havebeencreatedone
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afteranotherinrapidsuccession.Eachnewterm hasreplacedanearlier

one.Furthermore,everynew pronounhasbeenborrowedfrom another

categorywhereithadaconcretemeaning'(emphasisS.H.).

InSuzuki's(1978:120-121)view,'Japanesepronounsarethusmarkedly

differentfrom theirIndo-Europeancounterparts'.However,inJapanese

bothformsofaddressandformsofself-referencevarysociolinguistically.

IfwelookatformsofaddressinIndo-Europeanlanguages,wealsofinda

greatmanychanges－includinglossofpronounsandnewpronounforms.

Oneneedonlymentionthouandye/youinEnglish,aswellastheinnova-

toryy'allandyousepronounstoillustratethis,andmanyotherexamples

couldbecitedfromEuropeanlanguages,someofwhichwillbediscussed

laterinthispaper.Further,evenwhereIndo-Europeanlanguagesdoindeed

retaintheoriginal2ndpersonsingularpronoun,asintheFrenchtuand

GermanducitedbySuzuki,itmaybesociallymarkedasaT1 form.

Althoughthisisnota'visible',formalchange,itisasignificantsemantic

one,andthepronounhasshownconsiderable'fluctuatingsocialdeixis'over

time.2Wecannotsaysimply,then,asSuzuki(1978:119)claims,thatthe

pronounhas'retaineditsidentity'.Theseformsdoindeedoftenshow

significantchanges－'visible'orotherwise－andcaninvolvenotonly2nd
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１ Forconvenience,sociallydifferentiatedformsofaddresswillbereferredtointhis
paperasTandV(fromLatintuandvos),whereTis-formalandV+formal.For
criticismoftheseterms,seeHowe(1996).
２ InrequestsinEnglish,the1stp.singularpronounmeisoftenreplacedcolloquially
bythepluralus,forexample:
Lendus[=me]atenner
Dous[=me]afavour
Giveus[=me]akiss

Thisparalleltothetu-vosdistinctioninmanyEuropean(andother)languages,
whichweshouldratherterm E(go)andN(os),willbediscussedfurtherinHowe
(forthcomingb).



personpronounsbutalso,astheGermanpolitepronounSiedemonstrates,

otherpersons.

WehavethefollowingetymologiesforselectedJapanesepronoun

forms(Suzuki,1978:120-121,Shibatani,1990:371-272,Takeuchi1999:67&

69):

Table1:EtymologiesofselectedJapanesepronouns

ThetableshowsthattheseJapanesepronounformsderivefromsomekind

oftitle,foreitherthespeakerortheaddressee,orfrom somekindof

directionaldeictic.Shibatani(1990:371-272)statesthatetymologicallymost

oftheJapanesepronounsderive'fromregularnouns',citingwatakusifrom

'private(thing)',kimifrom'emperor'andanatafrom'yonder'.Smith(1983:

78)statesthatmostJapanese'personalreferents'werewordsthatorigi-

nallydenotedplaceordirection,orweretitles.Onthedirectionaldeictics,
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watakusi'I' 'privateorpersonal'or'private(thing)'

boku'I' '(your)servant'

kimi'you' 'lord'or'emperor'

kisama'you' 'nobleperson'

anata'you' 'thatdirection'or'yonder'

omae'you' 'front'

kare'he' 'that/oneoverthere'

kanozyo'she' 'distal-adnomial-female'
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Suzuki(1978:12)writesthat'Thesedemonstrativeswere...divertedtoa

suggestiveandeuphemisticusetoindicateindirectlypersonsinthoseplaces

ordirections'(emphasisS.H.).

ThesectionsbelowwillcompareoriginsofpronounformsinEnglish

andotherlanguageswithJapanese.

Fromdirectionaldeictics

Takeuchi(1999:66)statesthat'AlthoughJapaneseduringmuchofits

historyhasdonewithoutparadigmsofuniquelydefinedpersonalpro-

nouns,itshouldnotbeoverlookedthatthereexistsarecurrentderivative

patterninthelanguagefordirectionaldeicticexpressionstoassume

personalreference.'For3rdpersonreference,shestates(1999:69)thatkare

'he'derivesfrom thepremoderndistaldeictic'that/oneoverthere'and

kanozyo'she'fromka-no-zyo'distal-adnomial-female'.

Takeuchiadds(1999:66-67)'onreflectionitseemssemanticallyvery

appropriatethatalanguagewiththekindoffluctuatingsocialdeixisas

Japanese,shouldextendthedirectionalserieswithitsinherentcline"more

orlessclose-distant"...inthisway'.

Thusfromthetableabove,includinganataandomae,wecanseethat

anumberoftheJapanesepersonalpronounsderivefrom somekindof

directionaldeictic.

IntheGermaniclanguages,too,demonstrativesarerelativelycommon

inpersonalpronounuseoraspersonalpronouns.IntheScandinavian

languages,the3rdpersonmasculineandfeminineforms(e.g.Modern

Swedishhan'he'andhon'she')arelikelydemonstrativeinorigin(see

Seebold1984:61,Br�ndum-Nielsen1965:37-38withreferences).Andtheh-
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inthe3rdpersonpronouns,e.g.Englishhe,him,his,her,hers,earliermore

widespread,Frisianhy'he',him 'him',hja'she',har'her'harren'them',

Dutchhij'he',hem'him',haar'her',het'it',hun,hen'them',andOldSaxon

he,isalsolikelydeicticinorigin(compareEnglishhere,hither,German

heute'today',heuer'thisyear',Latincis'onthisside').

Further,intheScandinavianlanguages,the3rdp.sing.neuter(e.g.

ModernSwedishdet'that/it')and3rdp.plural(de'those/they')arenot

formallypersonalpronouns,butdemonstratives.Inotherwords,thereare

noseparate3rdpersonsingularneuteror3rdpersonpluralpersonal

pronounsintheScandinavianlanguages－ demonstrativesareused
3.

ForScandinavian,ratherthansayingthatpersonalpronounsare

lackinginthe3rdp.sing.neuterand3rdp.plural,itseemsbest,following

Werner(1990:178),tospeakofa3rdpersonparadigmwhichisdifferenti-

atedmorphologicallyintopersonalpronounsanddemonstrativesinthe

masculineandfemininesingular.

Table2:ExampleScandinavian3rdp.personalanddemonstrativepro-

nouns
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Personal Demonstrative

han'he' den'it/that'4

hon'she' det'it/that'5

３ Thustheform thatwasborrowedintoEnglishasthey(them-their)from
Scandinavian(seefurtherbelow)isinoriginalsoademonstrative.
４ Nonpersonalcommongender.Ontheinnovatorycommongendernonpersonal
pronoundeninDanish,SwedishandNorwegianBokm�l,seeHowe(1996:331-334).
５ Nonpersonalneuter.
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Further,demonstrativesinpersonalpronounuseareverycommonin

German:

WasmachtPeter?Der/erschl�ftnoch.

What'sPeterdoing?DEM/PERPRONisstillasleep.

AndDutch:

IsHansthuis?Nee,hij/dieisnietthuis.

IsHansathome?No,PER/DEM PRONisnotathome.

Herewecanperhapsviewthedemonstrativeandpersonalpronounsas

strongerandweaker3rdpersonformsrespectively.Ademonstrativecanbe

saidtohavestrongerreferencethanacorrespondingpersonalpronoun

(andintheGermaniclanguagesoftenalsoastrongerphoneticform).This

useofpersonalpronounanddemonstrativeformscouldbetermedan

extendedparadigm(cf.Bellmann1990:210).

ManyifnotalloftheGermaniclanguagesshowdemonstrativeforms

inpersonalpronounsusetosomeextent,insomeevenasprop'it'.For
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de'those/they'6

dem

deras

６ InspokenSwedish,de-demhavebeenreplacedbyacommonsubj./obj.formdom

－ seefurtherHowe(1996:334-338).



example,inEnglishtheunstresseddemonstrativethatcanbeusedasprop

inEastAnglia(seeHowe1996:101&155):

That's[��s]rainingagain

ComparealsoFrisian(Saterlandic)

D�trient

AndAfrikaans

Ditre�n

Atthebeginningofthetwentiethcentury,Wright(1905:272)recordsthat

for'it'inpartsoftheWestRidingofYorkshireandtheIsleofManaswell

asEastAnglia.TheLinguisticAtlasofEngland(LAE)(mapM73)shows

thatfor'it'inNorfolk,butitisalsofoundinCambridgeshire,asinmy

exampleabove.Trudgill(1990:82-83)notesitforEastAngliaandtheSouth

Midlands.

Fromreflexives

InJapanesethereflexivezibun'self'canbeusedforformalself-reference,

primarilybymalespeakers(forstatisticsseereferencesinTakeuchi1999:

65).Itcanalsobeusedtorefertothehearer/subject'insituationswherethe

speakerempathetically probesintotheinterlocutor'sdiscourseabout

himself'(seeTakeuchi1999:64-65,Hinds1986:262-263).Someexamplesare
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givenbelow(adaptedfromMakinoandTsutsui1986/1989:159-160):

TutidawaSatikogazibunoaisiteirukotoosiranakatta.

Tsuchidadidn'tknowthatSachikolovedhimself[=him].

Stephenwazyunkonokotooomotteita.Kanozyowazibunto

kekkonsitekurerundar�ka

StephenwasthinkingofJunko.Isshegoingtomarrymyself[=me]?

InEnglish,reflexivescanoccurinplaceofpersonalpronouns,for

example(fromQuirketal.1985:359-360):

MysisterandI/myselfwentsailingyesterday.

Exceptforus/ourselves,thewholevillagewasasleep.

ThisisagreattributetotheScoutMovement,andtoyou/yourselfas

itsleader.

Guerro'sfriendsmadetheirpeacewiththegang.Asforhim(self),

therewaslittlehecoulddobutawaittheinevitablebulletinhisback.

Quirketal.(1985:359)termsuchusage'semi-emphatic',i.e.,assomeofthe

demonstrativesabove,thereflexiveconveyssomewhatmoreforceor

directionthantheordinarypersonalpronoun.Additionally,likezibun,

myselfandtheotherreflexiveformsarefelttobesomewhatmoreformal

thanmeetc.,althoughQuirketal.addthatmanyfeelmyselfinsuchuseto

be'ahyperurbanism,agenteelevasionofthenormalpersonalpronoun'.

ThisisbecausemanyspeakersprefertoavoidthecombinationXandme
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evenwhen(historically)correct,asitisperceivedtobealowsocioeconomic

shibboleth;theythereforereplacemebymyself:7

TheyhaveneverinvitedMargaretandme/myselftodinner.

These,then,areexamplesofreflexivesinpersonalpronounuse,bothin

Japaneseand English.However,in theContinentalWestGermanic

languages,closelyrelatedtoEnglish,wehaveanexampleofreplacementof

apersonalpronounbyareflexive.Herethemasculineandneutersing.

genitivepronounis,es(cognatewithEnglishhis)wasreplacedbythe

reflexivesin,asshowninTable3.

Table3:PersonalpronounsfromreflexiveinContinentalWestGermanic

languages

Pronounborrowing

Onthefaceofit,borrowingpronouns－ orborrowingofanyfunction

wordsatthecoreofalanguage－ mayseem unlikely.However,the
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OldFrisiansin,-(e)s ModernFrisiansinetc.

MiddleDutchsijns,-(e)s ModernDutchzijn,Afrikaanssyne

OldSaxonis(es) MiddleLowGermans�netc.

OldHighGermans�n,es NewHighGermansein

７ ComparethehypercorrectionofmetoIinphrasessuchasFrommysisterandI.
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English3rdpersonpluralthey(them,their)wasborrowedfromScandina-

vian,replacingthenativeEnglishformsh�e-him-hieraetc.Theremayalso

beotherexamplesofborrowinginthepronounsintheGermaniclan-

guages:probablyWestFrisiansy'she,they'fromDutch,andSwissGerman

(southValais)endschandreandierandre,loantranslationsfromItalian

noialtri,voialtri(seeHowe1996:102).AndinEnglish,the3rdperson

pluralformsarenottheonlyScandinavianpronounsattested:aneleventh-

centuryinscriptionfrom AldbroughchurchinYorkshirereads'Vlflet

ar�rancyriceforhanvm&forGvnwarasavla'(Ulfhadthischurchbuilt

forhim andforGunnvor'ssoul).Thisinscription,inEnglish,hasthe

Scandinavian3rdp.sing.masculinepronounhanum,theOldEnglish

equivalentofwhichwouldhavebeenhim.Forfurtherdiscussionofthis

form,seeHowe(1996:154-155).

Theoriginsofthe3rdpersonpluralformsthey-them-theirinEnglish

aremuchlessdisputedthanthoseofshe(discussedbrieflylaterinthe

paper):althoughitispossiblethatdevelopmentsmayhavebeeninfluenced

bythenativeEnglishdemonstrative,whichisfoundinpersonalpronoun

useinOldEnglishandearlyMiddleEnglish,itiswidelyacceptedthatthese

newformswereborrowedfromtheScandinaviansettlersinBritain.The

newpronounsarefirstattestedinabout1200andspreadtovaryingextents

southwardsfromthemainareasofScandinaviansettlementintheNorth.

TheLinguisticAtlasofLateMediaevalEnglish(LALME)(maps28&29,39

&40,51&52)showstheextentofthenewformswithinitialth-andthe

nativeEnglishh-formsinlaterMiddleEnglish.

RegularsettlementbyScandinaviansbeganinthesecondhalfofthe

ninthcentury,themajoritysettlingintheNorthandEast－ thearea
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knownastheDanelaw.MostofthenewinhabitantswereDanish,butthere

werealsoconsiderablenumbersofNorwegiansintheNorthwest.Dueto

thescarcityofsurvivinglinguisticrecordsitisdifficulttoformasatisfac-

torypictureoftheuseofEnglishandScandinavianduringtheperiodof

contact;however,ontheevidenceofmodernstudiesoflanguagecontact,

loanwords,phonologicalandgrammaticalchange,andbilingualismareall

possibledevelopments.

Aspointedoutearlierinthepaper,intheScandinavianlanguagesthe

3rdpersonpluralpronounsaredemonstrativeformsalsousedaspersonal

pronouns.TheScandinavianpronounsborrowedintoEnglisharethus

cognatewiththenativeEnglishdemonstrativeratherthanwiththe

personalpronoun.ModernEnglishthey-them-theirs,theircorrespondto

ModernDanishde-dem-deresforexample.

Therewasconsiderabledifferencebetweenthespreadoftheth-forms

inthenominativeandintheobjectiveandpossessivepronouns.The

LALMEmapsshowclearlythesituationinlaterMiddleEnglish:inthe

nominativetheth-typehadspreadtoallpartsofthecountry,outnumber-

ingbyfarthenativeEnglishh-forms;intheobjectiveandpossessive

pronouns,ontheotherhand,inthesouthernhalfofthecountrythenative

Englishh-typeswerestillverymuchmorecommon,faroutnumberingthe

th-forms.Thisdifferenceintheextentofthenominativeandtheobjective

andpossessiveclearlysuggeststhatoutsidethemainareasofScandinavian

settlementinitiallyonlythenominative'they'wasborrowed.Thismeans,

asWerner(1991:388)pointsout,thatseveralgenerationsofMiddleEnglish

speakershadasystem of3rdpersonpronounswithanominativeform

'they',objective'hem'andpossessive'her(e)'.Chaucer,forexample,fromthe
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southofEngland,wrotethey-hem-hir(e),her(e).Andindeed,inModern

Englishtheoriginalobjectiveformmaystillberetainedasunaccented'em

'them',asinSockitto'em.

ThisraisesthequestionwhetherintheSouththeobjectiveand

possessivepronounsareloanformsatall,orwhetherinfacttheyrepresent

alaterindigenousdevelopment,byanalogicalextensionoftheth-forma-

tivefromthenominative(cf.Werner1991:388-391).Suchadevelopmentof

anewformofapronounwouldnotbewithoutprecedentinEnglish(nor

forthatmatterinotherGermaniclanguages),forexampletheearlier

preliteraryextensionoftheh-formativetoall3rdpersonpronouns,as

discussedinHowe(2009a).Theeventualth-objectiveandpossessiveforms

intheSouthcouldthusbeinterpretednotasimmediateloansfrom

Scandinavian,butratheraslaterdevelopmentsbasedontheborrowed

nominative(cf.Werner1991:391).However,asWernerstates(1991:389),

thepossibleinfluenceofthenorthernformsmustalsoberecognised,andit

isbynomeansimpossiblethattheeventualsouthernth-formsaresimply

laterborrowingsfrom theNorth,wherethepatternofthe3rdperson

pronounsallwiththesameinitialth-woulditselfhavebeenanimportant

analogicalfactor.

TheresultoftheborrowingoftheScandinavianpronouns,together

withthedevelopmentofsheforexample,wasmorphologicallyanincrease

insuppletionbetween3rdpersonpronouns,inparticularthenominative

forms.Thepossiblereasonsbehindthesechangesinthe3rdperson

pronounsinEnglisharediscussedfurtherinHowe(1996:160-165).
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Table4:ComparisonofOldandModernEnglish3rdpersonnominative

pronouns

Compounds－ blends

Definitionofacompoundorblendinthepersonalpronounsoverlapswith

additionofformativessuchastheEnglishnonstandard2ndpersonplural

yous(e)<you+regularnounpluralallomorph.However,theseandsimilar

examplesarenotdiscussedhereundersourcesofnewpersonalpronouns.

AdhoccompoundinginEnglishpronounsiscommon,forexampleus

two,youboth,youlotandyouguys.Japanesealsohasadhoccombinations

suchasbokurafutari'we/ustwo'(Hinds1986:254).Notethatplural

referenceisquiteindistinct,inthecaseofyouofcourse,absolutelyso.Even

the1stpersonplural'we'inEnglishandmanylanguagesspecifiesmerely

thepresenceofthespeaker/writerinagroup(seeHowe1996:9-11).

Therefore,itisperhapsnotsurprisingthatperiphrasisiscommon.

Adefinitionwhichcanbeusedhereofanewpersonalpronounform

from compounding/blendingis(a)ifitisregularlyandobligatorily

combinedand/or(b)ifithasmergedtobecomeasimplexform.Thusby

thisdefinitionEnglishyou+two,you+both,oryou+lotwouldnotbe

regardedasnew pronounsascombinationisnotconsistent;Southern
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OldEnglish ModernEnglish

h� he

h�o she

hit it

h� they
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AmericanEnglishy'all,ontheotherhand,wouldberegardedasanew

pronounbyvirtueofitsconsistentcombinationanddevelopmenttoa

simplexform.

AsdiscussedinHowe(2010),inSouthernAmericanEnglishy'allfusion

ofthetwoelements'you'and'all'showsthatthisformhasgonebeyondthe

stageofsimpleadhocaddition:

you+all>y'all[j��l]

Y'alliswidelyusedonallsociallevelsinSouthernAmericanEnglishand

therealsoexistsacolloquialy'all'sasin'Ireallylikey'all'snewcar'('your

family'snew car')(Quirketal.1985:344).TheDictionaryofAmerican

RegionalEnglish(F.G.Cassidy－ personalcommunication)hasonfilefor

y'all(comeback)examplesfrom Alabama,Arizona,Florida,Georgia,

Missouri,Tennessee,Virginia,andgeneralSouth.

Englishalsohasthenonstandardregionalcompoundyou-unsfrom

'you'+'ones'.Similarnewpluralpronouncompoundformsarefoundin

Dutchwith'people'andpossiblyFrisianwith'man,men'(seeHowe1996:

79-80,174),bothlanguagescloselyrelatedtoEnglish:

Dutch+'people'(liede8)>jullie'you-people'>'you(plural)'

PossiblyFrisian+'man,men'>jemma(n)

AswellasinSpanish,forexample,with'others':
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nosotros,nosotras'we'

vosotros,vosotras'you(plural)'

AsdiscussedinHowe(1996and2010),onereasonfortheadditionofa

lexicalelementratherthanapronominalformativewithpluralmeaningis

thelackofconsistentmorphologicalpatterninpluralmarkinginthe

personalpronounsinEnglishandotherlanguages.Afurtherreasonis

semantic,inthatthepersonalpronounsobviouslyfrequentlyreferto

people,whichmaymakelexicalpluralssuchas'people'(andadhoc

compoundssuchas'youguys')morelikely.

Lackofgrammaticalpatternasafactorinlexicaladditioncanalsobe

illustratedbypidginswheremuchoftheoriginalinflectionisabsent.In

MelanesianPidgin,noneoftheboundformsofEnglishareattested.Here,

wefindthepluralpronouncompoundforms:

mifel�

jufel�

withadditionof-fel�('fellow')tothesingularmi('I','me')andju('you')(data

citedinLehmann1992:270-271).

Note,though,thatEnglishregionalnonstandardyous(e)doesshowthe

creationofanewdistinctpluralformbyadditionofregularnounplural

inflection,as pointed outabove,and further to some extentthe

grammaticalisationandanalogicalextensionofalland(derivativesof)liede

'people'aspronominalpluralmarkersinvarietiesofEnglish,Dutchand

Afrikaans.InEnglish,forinstance,additionof-allmayfurtherbefound,

―780―

（16）



NewPronounsandLossofPronouns
inEnglishandJapanese（Howe）

thoughtoalesserextent,informssuchaswe-all,we-all's,who-alland

what-all.

Theseexamplesshow how new pronounformscandevelopfrom

personalpronounspluslexicalelementsfromoutsidethepersonalpronoun

paradigm.

Table5:ExampleJapanesecompoundpluralpronouns

FollowingHowe(1996,chapter2),asJapanesenounphrasesgenerally

donothaveagrammaticalnumberdistinction,wewouldnotexpecttofind

pronounswithgrammaticalplurals.AsdiscussedinHowe(2010),the

Japanesepluralpronouncompoundswith-tati,-domoand-gatacanbe

comparedwithEnglishcompoundssuchasyouguys.Unlikey'all,however,

theyhavenotbecomesimplexforms.

AlthoughTakeuchi(1999:64)statesthatJapaneseformssuchas

watasi,watakusi,anataandkimi'donotform regularparadigms',
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watakusi-tati

watasi-tati

boku-tati

atasi-tati

anata-tati

kimi-tati

kare-tati

kanozyo-tati



Japanesepluralpronounssuchaswatasitati,anatatatiandsoonarein

factmoreregularthantheirEnglishequivalents.Indeed,accordingto

Hinds(1986:250& 252),Japanesepersonalpronounsareobligatorily

markedfornumber.Kaiser,Ichikawa,KobayashiandYamamoto(2001:

370)statein contrastthat'Japanesepersonalpron.donotusually

distinguishnumber...inthefirstandsecondperson',thoughasuffix'can

optionallybeusedforplural'.

Takeuchi(1999:64)pointsouttheresemblanceoftheJapanese

pronounstoothernounswithhumanreferents,andinthesepluralswecan

seethisclearly.Shealsostates(1999:64)that'likeotheranimatenouns

withdefinitereferents,theyrequireexplicitexpressionofnumber'.In

contrastagain,however,Bunt(2003:236)writesthatafewnounsreferring

topeople(andsometimesanimals)canhavethepluralsuffix-tatitomark

them asplural,'althoughthisisnotobligatory,andapluralmeaningis

alsopossiblewithoutthesuffix'.

Takeuchi(1999:69)givesthefollowingpluralmorphemes,citedherein

increasingformality:

-ra(informal)

-domo(humble)

-tati(plain)

-gata(exalted)

Examplepronoun pluralsarekarera,watakusidomo,watasitati,

anatagata.Examplenounswith-tatiaregivenbelow:
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kodomotati masako-san-tati

gakuseitati d�butsutati

senseitati inutati

tomodati

Sandhi

Thistypeofdevelopmentisgeneralisationofanunaccentedpronounfrom

new sandhiformsresultingfrom cliticusage(Howe1996:88-91).Such

developmentsfrom sandhishow thatnotonlycananunaccentedform

derivefromanorthotonepronoun－ asine.g.English[Im]fromhimor

[��,�]fromher－ butthatalsotheoppositedevelopmentcanoccurofan

orthotonepronounfromanunaccentedform.

Phonologicalmodificationofhostandcliticpronouniscommonin

connectedspeech,forinstanceinEnglishbetcha,wotchaandgotcha!

Comparethefollowingexamples(Gimson/Ramsaran1989:299ff.):

Englishlinking/intrusive/r/(somevarieties)

Isawhimyesterday－ Isaw-r-im[s��rIm]yesterday

Isawheryesterday－ Isaw-r-er[s��r�]yesterday

Isawthemyesterday－ Isaw-r-em[s��r�m]yesterday

Englishcoalescenceof/t,d,s,z/with/j/

Whatyouwant...－ Whatyou[w�t��]want

Wouldyou?－ Wouldyou[w�d��]?
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Incaseyouneedit－ Incaseyou[keI��]needit

Hasyourlettercome?－ Hasyour[h����]lettercome?

Theseexamplesoccuronlyintheirconditioningenvironmentanddono

representthedevelopmentofnew separatepronoun formsassuch.

However,quiteanumberofexamplesoccurintheGermaniclanguagesof

generalisationofsandhiformsalsooutsidetheiroriginalconditioning

environment,resultinginnewformsofapronoun.

Examplesincludeassimilationofverbending(orconjunction)and

encliticpronoun,asinthefollowing1stp.pluralanddualnom.forms'we'

and'wetwo'withm-:

Table6:Sandhi(assimilation)1stp.pluralanddualpronouns

Andreanalysisofverbending(orconjunction)aspartofthepronoun,asin

thefollowing2ndp.pluralanddualforms:
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GermanregionalandYiddish mir

SomeDutch me

OldNorwegian mit,m�r,Nynorskme
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Table7:Sandhi(reanalysis)2ndp.pluralanddualpronouns

ForfurtherexamplesseeHowe(1996:90-91).

KeyhereisthatinspeechSVO (subject-verb-object)orderisless

common in GermanicV2(verb-second)languagesthan issometimes

supposed:often a sentence-initialadverbialresultsin inversion,i.e.

positioningofthe(nominalorpronominal)subjectafterthefiniteverb;

similarly frequently the personalpronoun follows a subordinating

conjunction(cf.N�bling1992:254-257).InspokenGerman,forexample,

constructionssuchas

Dasweissichnicht

That(O)know(V)I(S)not

'Idon'tknow'

aremostcommon.SimilarlyinspokenSwedish,forinstance

Detvetjaginte

That(O)know(V)I(S)not
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Germanregional dir(cf.StandardGermanihr)

OldNorwegian �it,��r,Nynorskde

Icelandic �i�,��r

Faroese tit(t�r)

Swedish ni



N�bling'sstatisticsforasampleofSwiss(Bern)Germanrecord65.5%

ofnominativepersonalpronounspostverballyorafterasubordinating

conjunction,andthismayevenbeanunderestimate.N�blingconcludes

thatthissupportstheassumptionthattheformoftheorthotonepronoun

isinfluencedbytheclitic,inparticulartheencliticform.Herstatisticsmay

wellsuggestacomparabledistributioninotherGermanicverb-second

languages,andtherelativelywidespreadoccurrenceofnew personal

pronounsubj.formsfromsandhiintheGermaniclanguages－asshownin

theexampleshereandinHowe(1996)－ maysupportthis.

Developmentofpronounsfromtitles

Titlesinplaceofpronounreference

'Title'heremeansanameorepithetsignifyingrank,officeorfunction.9As

willbediscussedinaforthcomingpaperonpronounsandpoliteness,

JapaneseoftenusestitleswhereEnglishusespronouns(Hinds1986:238).

WhenJapaneseaddressateacheror'superior'atwork,theyarelikelyto

usesensei'teacher',katy�(san)'(section)chief'orsimilar.Otheroccupa-

tionaltitlesorrolesincludeforexample(from Suzuki1978:113-114,

MakinoandTsutsui1986/1989:31):
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Table8:ExampletitlesinJapanese

Andinthefamily,wordsdesignatingfamilyrelationshipsarecommon.

Theseincludeot�san'father',ok�san'mother'andotherkinshiptermssuch

asoz�san'grandfather',obasan'aunt'andon�san'olderbrother'(Suzuki

1978:114).Thesetermshavemanyvariantsandfamiliarforms.

AfewexamplesoftitleuseinJapanesearegivenbelow(adaptedfrom

Bunt2003):

Ikedasanmoikimasuka

IsMrIkeda[=you]goingtoo?

Senseiwam�mesiagarimasitaka

Hasprofessor[=you]alreadytakenlunch?

Ot�sanwad�omoimasuka

Whatdoesfather[=you]think?

Titlescanbeusednotonlyinaddressingorreferringtoothers,but

alsoinself-reference,particularlywhentalkingtochildren.Forinstance,

Suzuki(1978:112)givestheexampleofafatheraddressinghischildren:
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yaoya-san Thegreengrocer

sakanaya-san Thefishmonger

hanaya-san Theflorist

okyaku-sama Thecustomer



Ot�sannoiukotookiki-nasai

Listentofather[=me]

Orthesamemantohisnepheworniece:

Kurisumasuniozisangazitensyaopurezento-siy�

Uncle[=I]willgiveyouabicycleforChristmas.

However,althoughthisillustratesaverysignificantextentoftitleuse,

useoftitlesiscertainlynotexclusivetoJapanese.InEuropeanlanguages,

titlesinplaceofpersonalpronounreferenceareorhavebeencommon,for

example:

Swedish

Harprofessornl�stminuppsats?

Hasprofessor-DEF[=you]readmyessay?

Frisian(West)(Tiersma1985:63)

Dominyhatinmoaieweinkocht

Pastor[=you]boughtanicecar

English

(Old-fashionedsalesperson)Wouldmadampreferalargersize?
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(Humorouswifetospouse)Wouldhislordshipkindlygetupoffthe

sofaanddothewashingup

Parliamentarydebate

'WilltheDeputyPrimeMinisternow giveanundertakingtothe

Housethathewillintervene...'

'Doesmyrighthonourablefriendrecognisethat...Doeshealso

recognisetheimportancethat...'

'Yes,ofcourseIrecognisethat...'10

Andinthefamily,titlescanbeusedforself-referencewhentalkingto

children,forexample:

Givedaddyakiss(spokenbyfather)

Mummy'sgoingtoworknow(spokenbymother)

Englishspeakerswillalsoavoidusinga3rdpersonpronountoreferto

apersonintheirpresence;iftheirprestigeisveryhigh,evenintheir

absence.Herethepronounissubstitutedbyanameand/ortitle,for

example:

Referringtosomeoneintheirpresence

(Impolite)ShehasjustjoinedourDepartment

(Polite)ProfessorSmithhadjustjoinedourDepartment
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Discussingapatient'shealthatthehospitalbed

(Impolite)Hehasjusthadhisappendixremoved

(Polite)MrJoneshasjusthadhisappendixremoved

Fathertoachild

Sebastian,willyoudothewashingup?

(Impolite)Askher[=mother]todoit.I'mbusy.

(Polite)Can'tyouaskmumtodoit?I'mbusyrightnow.

Pronominalisationoftitles

AsshowninTable1atthebeginningofthepaper,severalJapanese

pronounsderivefromsomekindoftitle,forexample:

Table9:Japanesepronounsfromtitles

Inotherlanguages,wecanfindparalleldevelopments.InDutch,

variousexplanationshavebeenofferedfortheoriginofthe2ndpersonV

pronounu,severalofwhicharebasedonderivationfromanabbreviated

form ofUweEdelheidorUweEdele'YourHonour',oftenalsoassuming

influenceoftheobliqueand/orpossessiveformsofthe2ndp.plural

pronoun(forfurtherdiscussion,seeHowe1996:227-229).
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watakusi'I' 'privateorpersonal'or'private(thing)'

boku'I' '(your)servant'

kimi'you' 'lord'or'emperor'

kisama'you' 'nobleperson'
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Adevelopmentofufrom UweEdelheid,UweEdelewouldshownot

only theuseoftitlesasformsofaddress,butafurtherstep of

grammaticalisationtoapersonalpronoun.Anearlystageinthedevelop-

mentofatitletoapersonalpronounisprobablyitsabbreviation(e.g.in

DutchUweEdt,U Ed.,UE)－ asignofmorefrequentuse(whetherin

writingorspeech)－ comparethediscussioninHowe(2009a)ofthe

shorteningoffrequentlyusedforms.

InJapanese,too,asalsodiscussedinHowe(2009a)and(2010),thereare

severalcontractedformsofthe1stperson'watakusi'(citedinMakinoand

Tsutsui1986/1989:28-29),whichsuggestsfrequencyofuseandtosome

extentgrammaticalisationfromatitletoapronoun.

Table10:PronominalisationinJapanese

Pronominalisationoftitlesisalsofoundinotherlanguages,oneofthe

mostwellknownofwhichisSpanishUstedwhichderivesfrom Vuestra

Merced('YourGrace').AparalleldevelopmentisfoundinPortugueseVoc�

fromVossaMerc�(Head1978:185).
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watakusi veryformal

atakusi formal,female

watasi formal

atasi informal,female

wasi informal,oldermale

assi veryinformal,adultmale,TokyoBay

atai veryinformal/vulgar,female



Ifweconstructatableoftheseexamples,wecanseethattheir

etymologiesresemblethoseoftheJapaneseforms:

Table11:Pronounsfromtitlesinselectedlanguages

AstheJapaneseexamplesshow,pronominalisationoftitlesisnot

limitedtoformsofaddress.Head(1978:187)pointsoutthata'widespread

meansofshowingrespecttoanaddresseeistohumbleoneselfinself-

reference'bytheuseoftermssuchas'slave'or'servant'(asinJapanese

boku).He cites this process in Persian,Khmer,Malay,Javanese,

Sundanese,Thai,BurmeseandVietnamese.

Titlesshareasimilaritywithpersonalpronounsinthattheydesignate

nottheindividualassuchbutarole(orrank－ relativelyhighorlow－

withsocialdeixis).Theearlierexampleaboveofafatherandunclemay

illustratethis:speakingwithhischild,themanis'ot�san'or'father';

speakingwithhisnepheworniece,heis'ozisan'or'uncle';andperhapsat

workhereferstohimselfas'boku',whileotherscallhim'katy�'.Thisrole

orrankreferencemaybeonereasonwhywecommonlyfindtitlesasmore

deferentialpronounsubstitutes,andinsomecasesgrammaticalisationof

titlestopersonalpronouns.
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PossiblyDutchu 'yourhonour'

Spanishusted 'yourgrace'

Portuguesevoc� 'yourgrace'
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3rdpersonpronounsasforms

ofaddressderivingfromtitleuse

Whiletheexamplesaboveshowthedevelopmentofpronounsfromtitles,a

furtherdevelopmentiswhere3rdpersonpronounsareusedasformsof

address,derivingfromtheuseoftitles.Asintheparliamentaryquotation

above,wecanfindadhocexamplesofthisinEnglish:

'WilltheDeputyPrimeMinisternow giveanundertakingtothe

Housethathewillintervene...'

'Doesmyrighthonourablefriendrecognisethat...Doeshealso

recognisetheimportancethat...'

Andinfact,acenturyorsoagoinEnglish,inthedialectsofthenorth,in

Lancashire,CheshireandinSuffolkhewasoftenusedfor'you'.InSuffolk

itwasused'when thespeakerwishestobeparticularly respectful';

conversely,inCheshireitwassometimesusedbyasuperiortoaninferior,

andintheWestRidingofYorkshireitwasonlyusedwhenaddressing

children(Wright1905:274).

Head(1978:167)reportsuseof3rdpersonpersonalpronounsfor

referencetotheaddresseeforasampleoflanguagesaroundtheworld,

includingAmharic,Bemba,Kashmiri,Sotho,Tagalogandothers.

InGerman,fromtheseventeenthcenturythe3rdpersonpronouns(Er

andsie)wereused,initiallywithtitlessuchasHerr'Sir'andFrau'Madam'

andthenalsoindependently.Subsequently,the3rdpersonpluralpronoun

Sie(equivalenttoEnglish'they')becamethemorepoliteorV form of

address.ThisusagealsospreadtoDanishandNorwegian(Bokm�l)with
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the3rdpersonpluralDe.Someillustrativeexamplesfrom Germanare

givenbelow:

SprechenSieDeutsch?

Dothey[=you]speakGerman?

WiegehtesIhnen?Gut,danke.UndIhnen?

Howgoesitthem-DAT[=you]?Good,thanks.Andthem-DAT[=you]?

'Howareyou?Fine,thanks,Andyou?'

HabenSieIhrenKofferschongepackt?

Havethey[=you]their[=your]suitcasealreadypacked?

AshasalsohappenedinJapanese,forexamplewithkisama,inGermanthe

earlier3rdpersonsingularEr'he'becameaninsultingformofaddress'von

obennachunten'.AsthepluralSie'they'becamemoregeneralasapronoun

ofaddressintheeighteenthcentury,sothesingularErlostvalue

(Ljungerud1979).Today,the3rdpersonpluralSie'they'isthenormal

politeorVformofaddressinGerman,althoughthesocialchangesinthe

secondhalfofthetwentiethcenturyalsoresultedinshiftsinT-Vpronoun

usage.Such'fluctuatingsocialdeixis'asillustratedhereinGermanwillbe

discussedfurtherforEnglishandJapaneseinHowe(forthcomingb)on

pronounsandpoliteness.
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Lossofpronouns

Quirketal.(1985:335)define(English)pronounsasa'variedclassof

closed-classwordswithnominalfunction',andCrystal(2008:391)describes

pronounsasa'closedsetofitemswhichcanbeusedtosubstituteforanoun

phrase(orsinglenoun)'.Followingthediscussionsinthispaper,wecan

stateclearlythatnewpronounscanbeandindeedhavebeenaddedtothis

'closedclass'inEnglish,andcertainlyinJapanesetherehavebeenmany

newpronounforms.

Andpronounscanalsobelostfromthisclass:aspointedoutinHowe

(2010),earlierEnglishhadseveralpronounformsfornumberandcase,only

someofwhich survive.Counting nominative,accusative,dativeand

genitivecaseforms,andsingular,dualandpluralnumber,butexcluding

themanyvariants,onecouldstatethatOldEnglishhadaround36personal

pronouns(seee.g.theparadigmsinHowe1996:131-133).StandardModern

English,bythesamereckoning,has19.Thismeansthatalmosthalfofthe

personalpronounsfoundinOldEnglishhavebeenlost.Fortheoretical

discussionofwhythesepronounswerelost,seeHowe(1996).

Table12:PronounslostinEnglish
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Nominativeforms

2ndp.plural/V ye

3rdp.sing.fem. h�o

3rdp.plural h�
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Accusativeordativeforms

1stp.sing.accusative me�

2ndp.sing.accusative �e�

1stp.pluralaccusative �si�

2ndp.pluralaccusative �owi�

3rdp.sing.masc.acc. hine

3rdp.sing.fem.acc. h�

3rdp.sing.neuterdat. him

3rdp.pluralacc. h�

Genitiveforms

3rdp.sing.neuter his

Dualforms

1stperson wit-unc-uncer

2ndperson git-in�-in�er

Tforms

2ndpersonsing./T thou-thee-thine,thy11

11 LostinmostvarietiesofEnglish.
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Clearly,weshouldthereforeratherstatethattheclassofpronounsin

manylanguagesiscomparativelystable,i.e.formscanbeaddedorlost,but

significantlylessoftenthanisthecaseforlexicalorcontentwords(see

Howe1996:100-104,Quirketal.1985:71-72).

Conclusions

Thispaperhaslookedverybrieflyatnew pronounsandlossof

pronounsinEnglish,Japaneseandotherlanguages.Examiningthesetypes

ofdevelopmentscanallowustoevaluateuncertainetymologiesinthelight

ofempiricalevidence.

OneobviousexampleistheoriginofEnglishshe,whichhasbeenthe

subjectofmuchdiscussion.Itfirstappearsassc�inearlyMiddleEnglish

inthePeterboroughChronicleand,bytheendofthefourteenthcentury,is

mettotheexclusionofallotherformsinthecommonliterarylanguage

(Moss�1952:56).However,regionallyinMiddleEnglishandindeedupto

moderntimesseveralotherformsofthe3rdp.sing.fem.nom.arecommon.

ForfurtherdetailsonsheanddialectformsinMiddleandModernEnglish,

seeHowe(1996:145ff.).12Althoughthereisnotspacetoexaminetheorigins

ofshehere,thedevelopmentsofnewpronounformsdiscussedinHowe

(1996)andinthispapermayoffersupportforsomehypothesesandsuggest

thatothersarelesslikely.

Afurtherapplicationofsuchastudyofattesteddevelopmentsofnew

pronounformsisinevaluatingthelikelihoodofvariousreconstructed
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inadialectrecordingfrom theSurveyofEnglishDialectsontheBritishLibrary
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preliterarydevelopments.Withoutenteringintoadiscussionofreconstruc-

tionhere,thedevelopmentofacompoundtoanewpersonalpronounform

－ attestedinforexampley'allandinotherlanguagesdiscussedinthis

paper－ isgivenasanetymologyofthedualpersonalpronouns*witand

*jit,i.e.'we'+'two','ye'+'two'(OldEnglishwit,git)(seefurtherSeebold

1984:25-26).Here,then,wehaveintheattestedpersonalpronounsin

Englishandotherlanguagesexamplesofaprocessputforwardfor

preliterarydevelopments.

Howe(forthcominga)willdiscussreanalysis,animportantfactorin

theoftencomplexprocessesofpronounloss.
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