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1.AControversialAwardWinner

WalterD.Edmonds'shortjuvenilenovelTheMatchlockGun(1941)

recountsanIndianattackontheBritishcolonyofNewYorkintheHudson

ValleyduringtheFrenchandIndianWar(1754-63).Atthebeginningofthe

storyTeunisVanAlstyneleaveshisfamilyfortwonightstopatrolwith

thelocalmilitiabecauseFrenchIndiansareraidingthearea.Whileheis

gone,hiswifeGertrudeputsonabravefaceforherchildren,ten-year-old

EdwardandhislittlesisterTrudy,andconceivesaplanbywhichEdward
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willshootIndianswiththematchlockgunwhenshecallshisname.Inthe

harrowingclimax,fiveIndiansattackandwoundGertrudeasEdwardfires

thegun,killingthreewarriors,cripplingafourth,andscaringawaythe

fifth.Designed(accordingtothebackcover)forreadersagedeightto

twelve,TheMatchlockGunwontheNewberyMedal,"themostcoveted

Americanawardtochildren'sbooks,givenannuallyforthemostdistin-

guishedcontributiontoAmericanliteratureforchildrenpublishedduring

thepreviouscalendaryear"(CarpenterandPrichard376),andhasstayedin

printeversince,aperennialstrongsellerreadbymanyschoolchildren.The

NewberyMedalisthesealofapprovalfrom theAmericanmainstream

arbitersofliterarytaste,entertainment,andeducationforchildren,the

AssociationforLibraryServicetoChildrenbranchoftheAmerican

LibraryAssociation.

CertainlyTheMatchlockGuniswellwritten,tellingacompellingstory

intenchapters,sixty-sevenpages,andabout6,700words(includingthe

Foreword).Edmonds'writingisconciseandevocative,usingspareandvivid

strokestodelineatecharacter,establishhistoricalauthenticity,andbuild

drama,aswhenEdwardtriestogotosleepwhilehanging"hams,whitein

theirflannelwrappings,[look]likeFrenchsoldiersinwhiteuniformcoats,

marchingsinglefile"(12).Edmondsalsouseshumortorelievethesuspense

ofthestory,aswhen,duringthebuilduptotheclimaxGertrudeis

practicingwithEdwardwhathemustdowhenshecallshisname,andshe

believesheisreallygoingtotouchthecandleflametotheprimingofthe

gun,sosheshouts,"No,NO!Youmustnottouchanything,"whileEdward,

whowasofcoursenotgoingtofirethegunthen,reactsindignantly,

causingGertrudetoeasehiswoundedpridebyhuggingandkissinghim
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(41).Themomentishumorous,touching,andreal,forchildrendislikebeing

accusedbytheirparentsofdoingfoolishthingstheyhadnointentionof

doing.

Appearingonnearlyeverypage,theblackandwhiteillustrationsby

PaulLantzenhanceEdmonds'text.Theirconvincingly realisticand

appealinglyidealizedimagesevokethetimeandplaceofthestoryandthe

personalitiesofthecharacters,withtheIndiansgenericanddemonicand

theVanAlstynesexpressiveandfair.Thedrawingsincreasethesuspense

andexcitementofthestory,aswhenGertrudereassuresEdwardthat

"Thereisnothingtobeworriedabout"becausetherearenoIndiansnearby,

buttheillustrationatthebottomofthepageshowsatomahawkwielding

Indiansneakingtowardsthehouse(22).Attheendofthestory,when

Teunisandthemilitiaarrivetofindthehouseburnttothegroundand

EdwardandTrudysittingwiththewoundedGertrude,thepictureatthe

bottom ofthepageshowsacozyhousenestledbyafenceandtreesand

flowers,alludingtothefuturehealthandhappinessoftheVanAlstynes

(62).

Inadditiontobeingwell-made,TheMatchlockGuniscontroversial.

ManyreaderslikeitsexcitingteachingofAmericanhistoryandthe

importanceofbravery,independence,obedience,andfamilyties.In2002on

September17,ConstitutionDay,theNationalEndowmentfortheHumani-

ties(NEH)inaugurateda"WethePeople"program"designedtoenhancethe

teaching,study,andunderstandingofAmericanhistory,culture,and

democraticprinciples"("About"),includinga"Bookshelf"componentby

whichthe"NEHhasdeliveredfreesetsofclassicbooks,basedonthemes

centraltoAmericanhistoryandculture,tomorethan9,000schooland
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publiclibrariesnationwide"("Bookshelf").Oneofthetextsforgradesfour

tosixinthe"Courage"listoftheBookshelfisTheMatchlockGun.Of

thirty-eightAmazon.comreaderreviewersofthebook,twenty-threerateit

fourorfivestars(outoffive)andpraiseitasa"timeless,""true,""wonder-

ful,elegantlywritten,spareandgripping...storywhichshouldinterest

anyyoungreader,"as"aterrificwayofteachingchildrenaboutthehistory

ofthe1700sthatreflectsdaytodaylife,yetwithalltheexcitementachild

needstokeeptheirattention,"andas"asimplebutsuspensefultale"that

"touchesonsuchthemesas...theimpactofwaruponfamilies,"and"the

inborndesireofpeopletobefreetofollowtheirowndreamsandpursue

happinessintheirownway,reflect[ing]America'sproudheritageof

goal-settingandphysicalhardshipinordertocarveone'spathoutofthe

wilderness."(Allreviewerquotationsarefrom Amazon.com'swebsite.)

RegardingthedepictionofIndiansas"badguys,"thepositivereviewerssay

thingslike,"WeAmericansmustdefendourhomesandourwayoflife

againstthosewhowouldtakeitawayfrom us,"and"wegetaviewof

exactlyhowitwasinthe1700s,"sothenovelis"historicallycorrect"and

hence"immuneto[the]politicalcorrectness"ofreaderswho"wouldn'thave

lastedadayintheearlyWest."

SincetheCivilRightseraofthe1950sand60sandthesubsequent

increaseofinterestinethnicculturesandminorityperspectives,including

thegrowthofNativeAmericanpoliticalpower,ontheotherhand,many

readershavecondemnedTheMatchlockGunforitsstereotypicalIndians.

AsMarilynF.Apseloffsays,"savageIndiansonthewarpathattacking

innocentpeoplemaynowseemone-sidedfromtheperspectiveofthe1980s

becausesocialattitudeshavechangedagreatdeal"(341).Ofthethreemain
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stereotypesusedtocharacterizeNativeAmericans,"(1)savage,depraved,

andcruel,(2)noble,proud,silent,andclosetonature,or(3)inferior,

childlike,andhelpless"(Norton583),Edmonds'Indiansareappalling

examplesofthefirst:savagesouttomurderamotherandherchildren.

EdmondsdescribestheIndiansasbloodthirstyanimals:"Theyhardly

lookedlikemen,thewaytheymoved.Theyweretrotting,stoopedover,

firstoneandthenanothercomingup,likedogssiftinguptothesentof

food"(48).Becausethe"food"isEdward,hismother,andhissister,the

Indianswouldbecannibalsiftheywerenotcanines.Edmondsnever

narrateshisstoryfrom theperspectiveofIndiancharactersandnever

individualizesthem,leavingthem namelessandtribeless.Nordoeshe

explainthatintheeighteenth-centuryboththeFrenchandBritishhad

NativeAmericanalliesattackeachother'scolonies.AccordingtoDoris

Seale,"ThismayverywellbeoneoftheworstdescriptionsofNativepeople

inchildren'sliterature,certainlyinthe20thCentury,"because"iteulogizes

anAmericanpastinwhichtheindigenouspopulationswereregardedas

sub-human,andeveryeffortmadetoexterminatethem"("Avoid").

ThefifteennegativeonetothreestarAmazonreviewsofTheMatch-

lockGuncriticizeitsdepictionofNativeAmericans:"theEuropeaninvaders

...killedthenativeswhowantedtokeepthelandthey'dlivedonfor

centuries,"sothatifIndiansattackwhitesettlerstheyaredefendingtheir

ownhomes,and"whoistheterroristinthiscase?"Ateacherwrites,"we

wereuncomfortableabouthavingourstudentsidentifyonlywiththe

so-innocentmotherandchildrenasshewassobrutallypursuedbysavage

Indiansillustrated in themoststereotypicalmannercompletewith

darkness,fire,andthewhitewomanvictim."Interestingly,whereasthe
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majorityoftheadultAmazonreviewsofTheMatchlockGunarefavorable,

themajorityofthe"Kids'reviews"arecritical,sayingthingslike,"Indians

shouldn'tbecalledsavagesbecausetheIndiansarejustlikeus－fleshand

blood."PerhapsAmericanchildrenarebeingtaughttodaytoseemorethan

thewhitepointofviewofAmericanhistory.

Whiletwo-thirdsofthethirty-eightAmazon reviewerslikeThe

MatchlockGunforbeingwell-written,exciting,andhistoricallyaccurate,

andone-thirddislikeitforbeingnegativeandone-sidedregardingIndians,

onlyonereviewmentionsitsdepictionofgender:"Edward,thelittleboy

whofirestheancientmatchlockgun,performshisdutieswithcourage,but

itishismother,Gertrude,whoistherealhero."InthispaperIwouldlike

toexplorethetreatmentofgenderinEdmonds'novel.IbelievethatifThe

MatchlockGunwereonlyawell-writtendepictionofsavageIndians

attackingnoblesettlers,itmighthavesufferedthefateofitscontempo-

rary,JamesDaugherty'sDanielBoone(1939),whichisalsoawell-written

accountof"redvarmints"aggressivelyattackingheroicsettlersandbeing

righteouslykilledfortheirvillainy,butwhichhasbeenoutofprintfor

aboutthirtyyears.Ihopetodemonstratethatalthoughgenderissuesmay

avoidtheradarofmanyreaders,onereasonforthecontinuedpopularity

andclassicstatusofEdmonds'novelisitscomplexdepictionofgender,

whichcomplicatestheapparentheroismofitsmanlyviolentconflict.

2.AnOedipalandFemaleBoys'Book

OneofthemostfascinatingaspectsofgenderinTheMatchlockGunis

thatitspackagingplacesitsquarelyintheboys'historicaladventure

fictionsub-genre(withayoungmaleprotagonistwhomaturesthrough
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adventuresinanexoticsetting),whileitscontentstellamorecomplicated

story.Thetitlereferstoanunusualfirearm,focusingtheaimofthebook

onamaleartifactthatmakesaloudnoiseandoftencausesexcitingand

righteousdestructionwhenfired,thedreamofmanyanAmericanboy.In

Lantz'coverillustrationawide-eyedboyexperiencinganadrenalinrush

sitsatatableholdingalong,bell-mouthedgun,obviouslythegunofthe

title.Thecoverimpliesthattheboyistheheroofabookwhoseclimax

involveshisfiringthegunatsomethingorsomebody.Readingthetexton

thebackcoverconfirmsthatimpression:

EvenFatherhadneverusedthematchlockgun.

In1756,NewYorkStatewasstillaBritishcolony,andtheFrench

andtheIndianswereconstantthreatstoEdwardandhisfamily.

Whenhisfatherwascalledawaytowatchforaraidfrom the

north,onlyEdwardwaslefttoprotectMamaandlittleTrudy.His

fatherhadshownhimhowtousethehugematchlockgun,anold

Spanishgunthatwastwiceaslongashewas,butwouldEdward

beabletohandleitiftroubleactuallycame?

ThesurvivalofEdwardandhismotherandsisterwillhingeonwhetheror

nothecaneffectivelyusethegun,somethingthatevenhisfatherhasnever

done.Theback-covertextemphasizesthegunthroughrepetition,whilethe

back-coverillustrationplacesitprotectivelyamongsomebeanvinesbefore

alittlehouse.

Confirmingtheimpressiongivenbythefrontandbackcoverthat

Edwardistheprotagonistandthegunhisvitaltool,thefirstchapterof

TheMatchlockGunisnarratedinthethirdpersonlimitedmostlytohis

pointofview,asonarainynightheobserveshisparentsdiscussingrumors
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ofIndianraidsbeforehisfatherTeunisgoesonpatrol.Atthispointit

seemsasifthemainconflictofthenovelwillbebetweenEdwardandthe

Indians,whomustinevitablyattackwhileTeunisisaway.Thestory,

however,alsoplaysoutanOedipaltrianglebetweenEdward,hismother

Gertrude,andTeunis.ReyChowsummarizesFreudianthoughtregarding

humandevelopment,sexuality,andgender:

Inthecaseofthemale,thekeyistheOedipalstage,duringwhich

thelittleboy,stillboundtohisautoeroticism,sexuallydesireshis

motherand,outofjealousy,wishestokillhisfather.Theintensity

ofthisOedipuscomplex iseventually dampenedby another

emotion,thefearofcastration.Asheisthreatenedwiththe

possibilityoflosinghisownpenis,thelittleboylearnstoidentify

withtheauthorityofthefatherandgivesuphisautoeroticism,

includinghisdesireforhismother,whichisgraduallytransferred

tootherwomen.(95-96)

IfwedonotinsistthatEdwardconsciouslywishestokillhisfatherand

sleepwithhismotherorliterallymaturesbycomingtodreadcastration,

theabovesummaryofFreudianthoughtdescribesmuchofTheMatchlock

Gun.

From theopeningpagesofthenovel,Edward"intently"watcheshis

fatherandmotherinteractingwitheachother,especiallytheirbodies(1).

HeisproudthatTeunisisCaptainoftheGuilderlandmilitia,butdisap-

pointedthathealwaystakeshismusketonpatrolratherthanthe

impressiveSpanishGun(1).A descriptionoftheantiquegunfollows,

focusingonitsextremesize,being"longerthanagrownman....andmore

thantwicethelengthofEdward,whowastenyearsold,withlonglegs,
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darkhair,likehismother's,andseriouseyes"(2).Edwardmeasureshimself

againstthegunandhisfather,admiringitforwhathelacksinsize,and

identifyingwithhismother.Thegun,whichbelongstoGertrude'sfamily,

isatargetofmildscornforTeunis,whoteaseshiswife"aboutit,asking

whethershehadbroughtthegunwithhertokillIndians"(2),implying

thatbothsheandhergunareunfittodoso.AsTeunisreachesforhis

musket,Edwardasks,"Aren'tyouevergoingtotakethebiggun,Father?"

(4)Teunisexplainswhyheprefersthemusket,liftingtheSpanishGun

downfromitspegsoverthedoor,"soheavythatamancouldhardlyhold

it"andEdward"couldnotkeepbothendsoffthefloortogether"(4),

reasoningthatbecause,unliketheself-firingflintweapon,theoldgun

requiresaflametobetouchedtothepriminginordertofire,itis"a

nonsensical,old-fashionedkindofagun"(5).Edwardisstilldisappointed

becausehebelievesthematchlockgunis"magnificent"duetoitssizeand

decoratedbrassbindings(5)."Nevermind,"GertrudeencouragesEdward,

"yourGreat-GrandfatherDygertbroughtitallthewayoverfromHolland

withhim"(5).BecauseIndiansmaybenear,Teunissaysgood-byeto

Gertrudewithunusualpassion,puttinghisarmaroundherandkissingher

onthemouth,whilesheputsbothherarmsaroundhisneckandthe

childrenwatchthem "withinterest"(8).Uncomfortable,Edwardwatches

"thewind[sweepGertrude's]skirtbackfrom herlegs"(10),hearsTeunis

"roarlikeabull"asheshoutstohismilitiafriend,andseeshisfather's

"stoutlegs"asheleavesthehouse(8).Asthechildrenareabouttogotobed,

ratherthanworryingabouthisfather,Edwardwantstoprotecthis

mother,buttheobviousdemonstrationofhisparents'intimacyhas

intimidatedhim."Hekeptwatchinghismother.Hewantedtosayhewould
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lookafterher;buthefeltshyofsayinganythingtoherafterthewayshe

hadkissedhisfather"(10-11).

Ashesayshisbedtimeprayersin thesecondchapter,Edward

continuestobeshywithandattractedtohismother,andputsalineinhis

prayerforhisfather,"hopinghismotherwouldtakenoticeofit"(13).

EdwardwantstomakeGertrudepraisehimandtorelieveheranxietyfor

Teunis.AsGertrudepullstheblanketsoverherchildren,Edwardsmellson

her"thecleanbutterysmellfrom thechurningshehaddonethatafter-

noon,"and"Shekisse[s]himswiftlyandhard"(14).WhenGertrudesingsa

lullaby,Edmondswritesasensualdescription:"Hervoiceunderthelow

roofwassoftandsweet.Herdarkhairtookinkyshadowsfromthecandle

flame,andthelongfingers,hardenedbyherwork,shapedthemselvesto

hischeek"(14).Edward,nolongershy(forhismotherhaskissedhim as

well),says,"IftheIndianscome,callme,Mama.I'llcomedownandhelp"

(16),andobserveshismothersensuallydescendthestairs:

Gertrudewentdownthestepsoneatatime,softly.Amoment

arrivedwhenjustherheadandshouldersshowed,thesmoothline

ofherthroatdisappearingintothewideneckofherhome-spun

dress.Thelightofthecandleshoneupwardagainstherface.She

stoppedforaninstanttolookbacktowardsthebed,brown-eyed

andtender.Thenthelightgrewdim,pickingoutfaintlyasquare

oftheroofboards.Itwentoutwithasoftsoundofherbreath.Her

feetpassedoverthefloorbelow.(16)

EdwardcontinuesmonitoringGertrude,awarethatwerehisfatherhome

thescenewouldendintheusualprivateintimacyofhisparents:"Edward

listenedintently.Tonightherclearvoicewasnotansweringhisfather;
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therewasnoreassuringlaughterfromhisdeepvoicetobeshutoffbythe

closingofthebedroomdoor"(16).

From thethirdchapteron,thestandardboy'shistoricaladventure

storywithOedipalovertonesiscomplicatedwhenthenarrativepointof

view shiftstothatofGertrude.Indeed,Edmondsdevelopsanother

importantdramaticconflict,onebetweenGertrudeandhermother-in-law,

theWidowVanAlstyne,thatactuallydrivesthesurfaceconflictbetween

EdwardandtheIndians.Theconflicthasbeeninitiatedinthefirstchapter

whenTeunisreassuresGertrudethat"There'snorealchancetheIndians

willcarrysofarasthis"(7),butthatifshebecomes"lonely"(i.e.,"afraid"),

shecan"goovertothebrickhouse.It'slikeafortandMotherhasgunsfor

thenegroes"(7).Gertrudeisunenthusiastic:"Iwon'tgooverthere....

UnlessthereareIndians"(7).Thenarratorexplainsthebadfeelingbetween

Gertrudeandhermother-in-law:"He[Teunis]knewhowshefeltaboutthe

WidowVanAlstyne.Theolderwomanmadenobonesabouttellinghim

whatshethoughtofGertrude,either－'ablack-hairedPalatinewenchwith

noVantohername'"(7-8).Caughtinthemiddleandappealedtobyboth

women,Teunisunderstandstheirmutualenmityandappreciateswhy

GertrudewoulddislikehismotherforbeingscornedasaPalatineGerman

"wench"(ratherthanlovedasaDutchlady),forhehasobviouslylearned

nottoexpecthiswifetobecometoobeholdentotheolderwoman,sothat

hedoesnoturgeGertrudetotakethechildrentothestrongerandsafer

houseafterherinitialrefusal.BeingdenigratedbytheWidowVanAlstyne

forherheritagepartlyexplainswhyGertrudewantstomaintainEdward's

admirationforthematchlockgun,foritisasymbolofherfamilyandits

history.Gertrude'spridemakesherreluctanttogoasasupplicantfor
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sheltertotheolderwoman'shouse.

Fromthethirdchapteron,then,Edmondsshiftsalmostcompletelyto

Gertrude'spointofviewasheadvancestheconflictbetweenthetwowomen

andatthesametimedevelopstheOedipaltriangleandtheloomingconflict

betweenEdwardandtheIndians.ThenextmorningfindsGertrudetrying

tocometotermswithherhusband'sabsence.

Gertrudelookednorthwardasshecameinwiththemilking

pail,andthehouseseemedsolitaryinanabandonedworld.Shehad

hadarestlessnight;itwasseldom thatherhusbandhadbeen

awayovernight－threetimessincetheyhadbeenmarried,she

couldnameeachone－but....Hehadneverstayedoutbeforeon

militiaduty.(19)

ThenGertrudenoticesthatEdwardhasrisenearlytofreshenthefire."She

thoughtquicklythatwithasonitwasnotasifshewerealone.Therewas

Trudyalso,ofcourse;butTrudywastooyoungtonoticethings"(19).This

imageofTrudyasbeingtooyoungtobehelpfulwillbeundercutbyfuture

developments,butfornowitseemsasifEdwardisgettinghiswishtofill

hisabsentfather'srole.Breakfastischeerful,withthechildrenlaughing

aboutthefoolishcowsoutside,untilEdwardasksGertrudewhetherhe

shouldtakethebuttershehaschurnedtotheWidowVanAlstyne,because

"Grandmotherwillbeangryifshedoesn'tgetherbutter"(21),andhis

mother'sreactionsurpriseshim."Gertrudesaid,'No,'suddenlyandfirmly,

sothathestaredatherforalongtime,andshemadealameexplanation

ofwantinghimaroundthefarmtohelpherwiththewood,sinceTeunis

wasaway"(21).WhenTrudywishesthattheycouldliveinGrandma'sbig

house,Gertruderemainssilent,implyingthattheideahasbeenrejectedin
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thepast,sothenTrudyasks,"Whydon'tyoumakeGrandmalivehere,

then?"towhichGertrudedisingenuouslyreplies,"Onehastobenicetoold

people"(22).Persistent,Edwardasks,"Whydon'twealltakethebutterover

together,Mama?"Gertrudeagainrefuses:"Iamgoingtostayhere,andso

areyou,Edward"(22).WhensherejectsEdward'ssuggestions,Gertrudeis

"flustered"becausesheisbeginningtofearthatIndianswillraidtheir

community,butshedoesnotwanttoseeksuccorintheWidow Van

Alstyne'shouse(22).

Inthefourthchapter,amannamedJohnMyndersesentbyTeunisto

checkonthefamilytellsGertrudethatIndiansareburningsettlementsand

killingpeopleandthatalthoughthemilitiawillsurelystopthem from

advancingfurthersouth,"Teunisthinksmaybeyouhadbettergooverto

thebighouse"(24).ButGertrudesays,"Tellhimnottoworryaboutus.We

arefine,"andwhenMynderselooksawayfrom her(uncomfortable,

perhaps,towitnessGertrude'srejectionofTeunis'advice),she"square[s]

hershoulders,"settinghermindtostaywithherchildrenwheretheyare

(25-26).NosoonerdoesMynderseleavethanGertrudeandherchildrensee

smokeinthedistance,signifyingIndianattacksonsettlersinthearea,so

shefinallytellsEdwardthatshethinkstheIndiansarenear(thecondition

underwhichshehastoldTeunisthatshewouldgotohismother'shouse),

butwhenEdwardsays,"Whydon'twegoovertoGrandmother's?"

Gertruderejectstheideaforthefifthtime,saying,"Itisbetterhere,"and,

thinkingofan"excuse,"explains,"IfPapacomesback,hewouldwantto

findusathome,Edward"(31).Inthistimeofdangerandtension,she

surprisesandconfusesEdwardwiththevehemenceofherrejectionofhis

suggestionstogotoGrandmother'shouse.AlthoughEdwardcannot
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understandtheenmitybetweenhisgrandmotherandmother,hemayfeel

thatGertrudeisusinghimasanexcusetoavoidhermother-in-lawrather

thanasareplacementforTeunis.

InthefifthchapterGertruderationalizestoherselfthatstayingwhere

theyareisbetterthangoingtohermother-in-law's,becausetheirown

house,beingsmallerandsetawayfromthemainroad,willbemorelikely

toescapeIndianattentionthanthebigbrickhouse."Sheknewthatshe

couldnothelpthegrandmother,whowouldnotwantherhelpinanycase,

andshethoughtonlyofthebestwaytokeepthechildrensafe"(32-33).

InspiredbyTrudy,whohasbeenshouting,"BergomopZoom,"thenameof

theplaceinHollandwhereGreat-GrandfatherDygertboughttheSpanish

Gun,Gertrudeconceivesthetrapbywhichshejustifiesstayingwiththe

childrenintheirunprotectedhome.SherecruitsEdward,saying,"Iwant

youtobeabraveboyanddoeverythingItellyou"(33),forshewillneed

himtofirethematchlockgun.Shetheninsertsgunpowderandwadding

andbullets,nails,pebbles,andbrassbuttonsintotheweapon,stabilizesit

onthekitchentablewithherflatirons,chopsoutacornerofthewindow

blindstomakeashootinghole,primestheweaponandplacesthecandle

nexttoit,andputsTrudyandadollinanotherroom.

InthesixthchapterGertrudeexplainstoEdwardthathemustfirethe

gunonlywhenshecallshisname,notanyothersshemayshout,and

praiseshim("Good,braveboy")andrewardsandencourageshiminaway

reminiscentofhergood-byetoTeunis:"Sheleaneddownfrombehindand

putherarmsaroundhim andkissedhim"(41).Afterherepeatsher

instructions,GertrudeagaincomplimentsEdward("smartboy")andfires

hisimagination:"Doyouknow,evenPapahasneverfiredthatSpanish
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Gun?"(42)WhenEdwardaskshismotherifthegunwill"makeanawful

noise,"sheanswers,"Yes,itwillscaretheIndians,andPapawillbeso

proud"(42).GertrudetactfullyfocusesEdwardonmakinghisfatherproud

bysurpassinghisachievementswhilehidingthefactthatfiringthegun

shouldinjuretheIndians.Indoingalloftheabove,contrarytotheback

covertext,Gertrude,notTeunis,showsEdwardhowtousethegun.

GertrudeleavesthehouseintheseventhchaptertowatchforIndians

andluretothehouseanythatmightappearsoEdwardcanfirethegunat

them.Whilesheisoutside,Gertrudeworriesaboutthestrainunderwhich

shehasputherten-year-oldson,butis"stillpersuad[ing]herselfthatshe

hadbeenrightinconsideringherownhousethesaferplace"(44).Whenshe

looksinthedirectionofhermother-in-law'shouse,Gertrudeseesflames,

thinking,withoutconcernfortheolderwoman'swelfare,"Shehadbeen

right,then.VanAlstyne'swasafire"(47).Butshethenrealizesthatthe

Indiansmusthavemadeitpastthemilitiaintothecommunityandthat

Teuniscannothelpher.AndthensheseesabandoffiveIndians.

Inthechaptereightclimaxofthebook,Gertrudecourageouslyforces

herselftocounttofivetoensuretheIndianswillfollowhercloselyenough

tofallintohertrapandthenstartsrunningtowardsthehouseandthe

waitingEdward.Callingoutthenamesofherhusband,herfather,andtwo

militiamen,presumablytomakethepursuingIndiansthinktherearemen

around,therebyputtinggreatfaithinEdwardnottoshoottoosoon,

Gertrudereachesthestoop,shoutsthenameofherson(placinghiminthat

groupofmen),andisstruckfrom behindintheshoulderbyathrown

tomahawk.Justbeforelosingconsciousness,sheobservesthatEdwardhas

firedthegun:"Atremendousflash,aroarthatshookthestoopunderher,
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andachokingcloudofsmokeremovedthem [theIndians].Shesawthe

leadercaveinoverhisownkneesandthenexttwoflungbackontheir

shoulders.Shesawnothingelseatall,butsheknewthatEdwardhad

touchedofftheSpanishGun"(53).

Now thatGertrudeisunconscious,EdmondsreturnstoEdward's

perspectivetonarratetheninthchapter,but,interestingly,hebeginsatthe

pointwhereGertrudeisrunningtowardsthehouseshoutingoutnames,

untiltheboyhearshisownandfiresthegun,whoserecoilknockshimout.

Trudy'sscreamswakehim uptoanightmarishscene:thefrontstoopis

burningwhileTrudyistuggingatthetomahawklodgedintheshoulderof

theircorpse-likemother.Edwardisnotnowwatchinghismotherasa

sensualobjectoflove,butinsteadisthinkingofhowtosaveherlife.Atthis

point,forthefirsttime,hedoesmorethanobeyhismotherandassumes

command:heordersTrudytoletgoofthetomahawkandtohelphimdrag

theirmother'sbodyawayfromtheflames,pullsthetomahawkoutofher

body,stuffsTrudy'sshirtintothewound,tellsTrudythattheirmotheris

stillalive,andsendsTrudyinsidetogetblankets.Hesitsonwatchallnight

overhissleepingsisterandunconsciousmother,threedeadIndiansinplain

sight,thematchlockgunlyingacrosshisknees.Edwardthinks,"Sucha

wonderfulguntoshowhisgrand-children,maybe"(60).

Thetenthandfinalchaptercontinuesthemaleperspective,Edmonds

narratingitfromthepointofviewofTeunisandthemilitiaasthenext

morningtheykilltheIndiancrippledbythematchlockgunandridepast

theWidowVanAlstyne'shouse,whichturnsoutnottohaveburntdown

(onlyitsbarnshavingbeensetafire).TeunispicksupGertrude,whilethe

othermenadmireEdwardforhisIndiankilling.WhenMynderseasks,
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"Whoshotthem,Edward?"Edwardreplies,"Idid.WiththeSpanishGun,"

andthemansays,"You'vekilledmorethanalltherestofusputtogether!"

(62)Itisaninterestingresolutiontothestory,becauseEdmondskeepsnot

onlyGertrudesilent(presumablystillinshock)butalsoTeunis,whomwe

mightexpecttopraiseEdward.Byhavinghisfather'sfriendlaudEdward

andbyleavingTeunissilentlycaringforGertrude,Edmonds,perhaps,is

resolvingtheOedipalconflict.Edwardhasbeenattractedtohismother's

bodyandhaswantedtohelpandprotecther,whilepartoftheresolution

ofthenovelinvolveshisbeginningtomatureandtofeelhisownworthas

ayoungman.ByfiringthegunEdwardhassavedtheday,surpassedthe

achievementofhisfather,beenacceptedbythefraternityofmilitiamen,

andimaginedhisgrandchildren.

SettingasideitsOedipaltriangle,theplotofTheMatchlockGun

possessesmanyofwhatDonnaE.Nortondescribesas"theingredientsof

outstandingadventureliterature"typicallyassociatedwithboys,like

TreasureIsland(1883)byRobertLouisStevenson:"action,mystery,and

pursuitandevasioninauthentichistoricalsettings"(80).WhenEdward

developsbeyondsimple(thoughbrave)obediencetotakechargeofTrudy

andGertrudeintheaftermathoftheclimax,heisgrowingintoan

expectableheroforaboys'book.AlthoughTheMatchlockGunappearsto

beastandardboys'historicalactionnovel,however,aswehaveseenthe

casecouldbemadeforGertrudebeingitsprimaryprotagonist.According

toX.J.KennedyandDanaGioia,theprotagonistofastoryis"Thecentral

character....[who]usuallyinitiatesthemainactionofthestory,oftenin

conflictwiththeantagonist"(830).ItisGertrude'sconflictwiththeWidow

VanAlstynethatleadstothecrisis(turningpoint)intheplot,atwhich

―485―

（17）



Gertrudedecidestostayatherownhouseratherthantoseekrefugeinthe

fortifiedhouseofTeunis'mother,whichinturnleadstotheclimax,the

triggeringofhertrap.By"winning"herconflictwithhermother-in-lawby

remaininginherownhomewithheryoungchildren,Gertrudeputs

Edwardinthepositionto"win"hisconflictwiththeIndiansbyfiringthe

SpanishGun.InadditiontoitsOedipaltriangle,then,TheMatchlockGun

hasatriangleinwhichGertrudecompeteswiththeWidowVanAlstynefor

Teunis,butwhereasEdwardbeginstomatureandtobecomeeasywith

himselfandhisparents,thereisnosignthatGertrudewillbeonbetter

termswithhermother-in-law,whomwemayimaginesaying,"Whydidn't

youbringmygrandchildrentomyhouse?"AndalthoughGertrudemay

havewonherconflictbystayinginherhouseandsavingherchildren,she

haslostsomethingaswell,forsheisterriblyinjured,andEdmondsreveals

thattheWidowVanAlstyne'shouseisuntouchedbytheIndians,leading

ustoimaginethathadGertrudeswallowedherprideandgonewithher

childrentohermother-in-law'shouse,shewouldhavesparedEdwardthe

"strain"sheworriesaboutputtinghimunderandnotriskedthelivesofthe

threeofthemonanantiquegun,aten-year-oldboy,andluck.Thenovel

applaudsandpunishesherforherindependence,leavingherprideintact,

butdamagingherbody.

WhatMarilynF.ApseloffsaysaboutEdmonds'workappliestoThe

MatchlockGun:

AllofEdmonds'sbookscontainstrongcharacterizationsthathave

muchincommon:manyoftheprotagonistshaveanindomitable,

unquenchablespiritthatkeepsthem goingeveninthefaceof

adversity,andthatdetermination,combinedwithastrongmoral
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fiber,createsasureknowledgeinthereaderthatthecharacterwill

succeed.(341)

However,ApseloffproceedstooversimplifyTheMatchlockGun:"Edward

...killstheIndiansandsaveshismotherandsister"(341).AsIhopeto

havedemonstrated,Edwardisnottheonlyheroofthenovel,andthecase

maybemadethatGertrudeistheprimaryprotagonist,forshe,atleastas

much asEdward evinces"an indomitable,unquenchablespirit"and

"determination,combinedwithastrongmoralfiber,"andalthoughhemay

besaidtosavehismotherandsister,itisjustastruethathismotherhas

savedhim,hissister,andherself.Byendingthenovelfrom thepointof

view ofTeunisandMynderseastheformerpicksuphispresumably

unconsciouswifeandthelatterapplaudsEdward'sbig achievement,

EdmondsmayseemtobeerasingGertrudeinfavorofEdward,butsheis

suchadominantandcompellingcharacterforthesixmiddlechaptersof

thenovelthatwedonotforgether.Evenasthenovelpresentstwo

protagonists,EdwardandGertrude,soitunitesmaleandfemaleperspec-

tives,conflicts,androles.Theclimaxofthenovelfusesbothviews,for

EdmondstwicenarratesthemomentwhenGertrudeisrunningtothe

houseuntilEdwardfiresthegun,oncefromGertrude'spointofviewand

oncefromEdward's,theonlytimeinthenovelthathenarratesthesame

scenemorethanonce.

Inadditiontomaleandfemaleprotagonistsandtriangularrelation-

ships,Edmondsinterweavesmaleandfemaleartifactsintohisnovel's

complexvisionofgender.AlthoughthetitleofTheMatchlockGun

foregroundsthecentralmaleitem,femalethingsplayimportantrolesin

thenovel.Gertrude,forexample,stabilizesthegunonherkitchentable
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withherflatirons.AfterTeunishasleftthehouseandGertrudeisputting

herchildrentosleep,shesingsatraditionalDutchlullaby:"Tripatropa

troenje;/Devarkenendeboenjen,"translatedbyEdmondsas,"Upand

downonalittlethrone;/Thepigsareinthebeans"(14).Althoughshesings

it"mechanically"anddoesnotbounceTrudyupanddownonherknee

("throne")asshesings,presumablybecausesheisanxiousaboutTeunisand

raidingIndians,toEdward"Hervoiceunderthelowroof[is]softand

sweet"(14).Later,whilesheisoutsidewatchingforIndians,sheagainsings

thelullaby,thistimesothatEdward(waitinginsidethehouseforherto

shouthisnametofirethegun)"mightnotfeeltoodeserted"(46).Further-

more,EdmondsbeginstheForewordtohisnovelbysaying,"Perhapsyou

wouldliketoknowtherestofthelullabythatGertrudeVanAlstynesings

inthisstory"(vii).HethenquotesthecompletelyricsinDutchwithEnglish

translationandusesthelullabyasanentrypointintothehistorical

backgroundofhisstory,includingtherealpeopleitfeatures.Heusesthe

lullaby,then,toincreasethehistoricalauthenticityofhisnovelandto

highlightGertrude'sroleasacaringmother.

ThelullabyimmediatelyputsTrudytosleep"likeayellowhaired

woodchuck,roundandfat,burrowingdowninthefeathertick"(15),

demonstrating her charming childish femininity.Fittingly,Trudy's

characterandvitalroleinthenovelaredevelopedthroughfemalethings.

WhiletheincreasinglydireIndianthreatmakesGertrudeworriedand

defiantandEdwardexcitedandfrightened,Trudyremainsplayful,as

whenshewantstogoseethefirewhoseominoussmokethefamilyhasseen

fromadistance(29).ThroughmuchofthenovelTrudyisafigureofcute

comedyrelief,aswhenGertrudeputsanoldshawlonher"sothatshe
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look[s]likeacomicaldwarfwomanwithfatlegs"(28).Justbeforethe

climax,tokeepherdaughtersafelyoutoftheway,Gertrudeputsherinthe

bedroom,tellshertobequiet,andmakes"adolloutofahandkerchiefand

[gets]alargelumpofmaplesugarandsomeofthesilverspoonsandput[s]

themandTrudytogetheronthebed"(38).ThedomesticitemshelpTrudy

curbherobstreperousnature,andsoonsheisholdingherdollupandsoftly

whisperingtoitthefunnyanddynamicsoundingname,"BergomopZoom"

(38),whichhasearlierinspiredGertrudetosetthetrapwiththehugegun.

BytheresolutionTrudyactuallygainsachild-likegravitas.Shewakesup

thestunnedEdwardbyscreamingandtryingtoremovethe"axefastin

theirmother'sshoulder"(56)andcompetentlyfollowsEdward'sordersto

removehershirtsohecanstuffitintheirmother'swoundandtogointo

theburninghousetogetblanketswithwhichtokeeptheirmotherwarm,

andthensitsdownwithEdwardbetweentheirmotherandthedeadIndians

towaitfordawn.Despitethenightmarishscene,Trudyretainsherchildish

imaginationandempathy,rescuingherdollwhenshebringstheblankets

because,shesays,"Ididn'twantittogetburnedtodeath"(59).Whereasat

theendofthefirstchapterEdward"scornfully"tellsTrudy,"Youtalktoo

much"(10),atypicalmalecriticismoffemalebehavior,bytheendofthe

novelhehascometoaccepthergirlishnessandisdelegatingimportantjobs

toherandbeinginfluencedbyher:whensheexplainswhyshehasrescued

herdoll,heagreeswithher,thinks"Trudyhaddonewell,"andisinspired

byhertoentertheburninghousetorescuethematchlockgun(59).And

whereasearlierEdwardhashushedherwhenshehasshouted"Bergomop

Zoom,"attheendheagreeswithher,"Yes....Great-GrandfatherDygert

broughtitfromBergomopZoomtothewildAmerica"(60).
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AlthoughTrudyisnotoneoftheprotagonistsofthenovel,sheisa

vitalcharacter,providingcutehumorandfreshvisiontotheotherwise

severesituationandservingasamini-catalystforthesolutionsto

GertrudeandEdward'sconflictsandaddinganotherfemalestrandtothe

boys'book.Edmonds'ForewordfurtherenhancesTrudy'ssignificanceto

thestory,whichhas

beenpreserveddowntothepresentdaybecauseofplumpTrudy,

andnotthroughanythingthatEdwardeverdid.Trudybecame

knownasthegreatestandbestspinnerintheHelderbergs.Even

aftershemarriedandbecameTrudyHogleshewasstillknownas

thebestspinster.Aspinsterissomeonewhospins.Becauseher

mother'sshoulderwascrippledbytheIndian'stomahawk,Trudy

wastaughttospinattheageofsix,andwassoongoodenoughto

doallthespinningforherfamily.Shebecamesounusuallygood,

andherspinningwassounusuallyfine,thatherdescendantstold

theirchildrenaboutTrudyHoglefromgenerationtogeneration,

andthatwashowhergreat-great-great-grandson...cameto

knowaboutTrudyandEdwardandtheIndiansandtheSpanish

Gun.(ix-x)

AstheattackonthefamilycausesEdwardtobeginmaturingattenyears

ofage(andtobegintostepintoaroleequivalenttohisfather's),itcauses

Trudytobeginmaturingevenearlieratsixassheassumeshermother's

roleasfamilyspinster.Tellingly,Trudyisashortform ofGertrude,an

OldGermannamemeaning"strengthofaspear"(Wallace89),another

fusionofmaleandfemaleandvaluationoffemalepowerinthebook.More

surprisingly,EdmondsundercutsEdward's"achievement"inkillingthe
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Indiansandsavinghismotherandsisterbyrevealingthatitisthrough

Trudy'sspinning,notEdward'sshooting,thatthestoryisbeingtoldatall.

Thiscastingofthefemaleroleinbigachievementsasbeingatleastas

importantasthemaleoneremindsusthatTrudyinspiresthetrap,

Gertrudeconceivesit,andGertrudeandEdwardspringit.Devotedtothe

lullabyandthespinning,nottothegun(whichEdmondsonlymentions

once),theForewordestablishesacontextinwhichtraditionalfemaleroles

aremorevaluablethanmaleones.Lantz'drawingsfortheForewordreflect

thatemphasis,thefirstonebeingofGertrudesingingalullabytoababy

inacradle,thelastonebeingofTrudy'sspinningwheel,andnoillustration

depictingthegun.Withoutfemalespinningandstorytelling,then,"heroic"

violentmaleadventureswouldbeforgottenandmeaningless.

AsEdmonds'Forewordprovocativelymodifiesourreadingofgenderin

hisnovelbyfocusingonthelullabyandthespinningwheel,itsubtlydoes

sobyitsclosingpatrioticpaean:

theDutcharenevergoodatstayingbeaten....Asamatterof

fact,thePalatineGermans[likeGertrude]hadabitofthesame

peculiarity,andsodidthePilgrims,andtheScotch-Irish,andthe

English,whethertheycaughtiffromtheDutch,whohavealways

sufferedfrom thecomplaint,orwhetheritisbornineveryman

andwomanwhowantstobefree,tothinkashechooses,andto

liveashelikes,andwhomeanstodoso,too.(xi)

Thevirtueoffightingforfreedom isanunsurprisingsentimentforan

AmericanbookpublishedduringWorldWarII,althoughbecausetheVan

Alstynesandtheirneighborsarefightingfortheirowncommunityand

homesratherthanfortheirBritishcolony(letalonetheUSA,whichdid
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notexistyet),thestoryitselfavoidssuchovertpatriotism.Clearly,

Gertrudehasriskedherselfandherchildrento"befree,tothinkashe

chooses,andtoliveashelikes."AlthoughEdmondsusesthemalepronoun,

heusesitinitsuniversalsense,introducingitwith"bornineverymanand

womanwhowantstobefree"(italicsadded).

3.RereadingTheMatchlockGun

Needlesstosay,EdmondsdenieshisexclusivelymaleIndiansanything

remotelyresemblingthetriangulargenderedrelationshipsandfusionof

maleandfemaleelementsofhiswhitefamily.Itisnotasifonlymenare

violentandonlywomentender.GertrudehatesitwhenTeunisgoeson

militiaduty(2),butruthlesslypacksthematchlockgunfullofdeadly

projectilesandhasEdwardfireittodevastatingeffect.AndTeunis,

althoughshouting"likeabull"andbeing"lustyandthick-set"(2),istender

andunderstanding,asisshownbyhiscareforGertrudeandEdwardinthe

beginningofthenovelandbyhissolicitudeforhiswoundedwifeinits

resolution.BydenyingIndiansanyfemaleelements,Edmondsdehuman-

izesthemjustaseffectivelyasbydenyingthemanythoughts,feelings,or

names,andbydescribingthemas"dogs"(48).Trudy'scomicalchant,"The

Indiansdon'twearbreeches.Oh,theIndiansdon'twearbreeches"(27)

furtherdistancesIndianmenfromwhitemen.Moreover,theIndiansare

unaffectedbyGertrude'sfemininebeautyorrole,seeingheronlyasa

tomahawktarget.BycastingtheIndiansasall-malesavages,Edmondsis

increasingreaderexcitementandidentificationwithhistwoprotagonists

morethancommentingonmaleaggression.Butdoesthefactthatthe

Indiansaresub-humanswhodonotwearpantsandexisttomurderwhite
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womenandchildrenbarthemfromadiscussionofgender?Despitetheir

statusassavageanimalothers,Edmonds'maleIndiansarealsofoilswith

which tocontrastsensitiveandbraveEdward,motherly andsteely

Gertrude,andtenderandmanlyTeunis.ByvirtueofcastingIndiansas

bestialmaleswhilemixingfemaleandmaleprotagonistsandqualitiesand

valuingfemaleandmaleroles,Edmondsencourageshisidealreaderto

embracerolemodelsthatuniteandrespectmaleandfemaleroles.

ReyChowassertsthat"Whereas,forFreud,thesocialisthehorizonto

whichhumanbeingsmustlearntosubmitdespitethedemandsoftheirown

sexuality,forfeministtheorythesocial,includingitscapacitytoreproduce

itselfthroughpracticesandinstitutions,issomethingtobeseized,sothat

its(potential)oppressivenessmay besubverted"(105).In thatsense

Gertrudesubvertstheoppressivenessofherpatriarchalsocietybyrefusing

tosubmittoTeunis'authority.InGertrude'srejectionoftheadviceofher

husband(whointheeighteenthcenturyandintothetwentiethwould

traditionallybetheheadofthehouse)andthesuggestionsofherson(who

istryingtofillhisfather'srole),aswellasinherrefusaltobebeholdento

hermother-in-law,Edmondshascreatedanindependent,resourceful,and

strongfemaleprotagonistunusualinAmericanchildren'sliteratureuntil

thefeministeraofthe1960sand70s.Totakeoneexamplefrom anovel

roughlycontemporarywithTheMatchlockGun(andagirls'bookwritten

byawomantoboot),inLittleHouseonthePrairie(1935)byLauraIngalls

Wilder,withoutargumentMaletsPamovetheirfamilywesttoKansas

IndianTerritoryeventhoughshewouldratherstayinWisconsinnearher

relativesandcivilization,andaftertryinghardforoneyeartomakea

viablehomeandfarm inKansas,againwithoutargumentsheletsPa
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uprootthefamilyagainstherdesires.AtvariouspointsinWilder'snovel

MafollowsPa'sleadevenwhenshedisagreeswithhim:"Whateveryousay,

Charles"(19).

Initsfusionofmaleandfemaleprotagonists,conflicts,roles,and

artifacts,TheMatchlockGunisahighlyunusualNewberyMedalwinner.

OftheMedal-winninghistoricaladventurebookswrittenbymenand

targetedatboys,most,likeCharlesHawes'TheDarkFrigate(1923),EricP.

Kelly'sTheTrumpeterofKrakow(1928),JamesDaugherty'sDanielBoone

(1939),ArmstrongSperry'sCallItCourage(1940),HaroldKeith'sRiflesfor

Watie(1957),SidFleischman'sTheWhippingBoy(1986),andAvi'sCrispin:

TheCrossofLead(2002),featurenocentral,developed,andcompelling

femalecharacterslikeGertrude.Thesameistrueofmostnon-historical

NewberyMedalboys'adventurebookswrittenbymen,likeWillJames'

SmokytheCowhorse(1926),JerrySpinelli'sManiacMagee(1990),andLouis

Sachar'sHoles(1998).AndthesameistrueofmostMedal-winningbooks

writtenbywomenandtargetedatboys,likeElizabethJanetGray'sAdam

oftheRoad(1942),EstherForbes'JohnnyTremain(1943),MargueriteDe

Angeli'sTheDoorintheWall(1949),ElizabethGeorgeSpeare'sTheBronze

Bow(1961),EmilyNeville'sIt'sLikethis,Cat(1963),andLoisLowry'sThe

Giver(1993).

OnereasonwhyTheMatchlockGunfeelsanomalousconcerning

genderforaNewberyMedalbookisthatitblurstheboundariesbetween

children'sandadultliterature.Despitethebookbeingmarketedforboys,

Edmondsdidnotwriteitforchildren.AccordingtoKathleenLong

Bostrom,Edmonds"wroteallofhisbooksforadults,"andinthecaseofhis

Medalwinner,hereceiveda"transcriptofatruefamilystorysenttohim
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byamannamedThomasShepherd,"gothispermissiontoadaptthe

transcriptintoashortstory,publisheditintheSaturdayEveningPost,

andonlythenwasencouragedbyaneditortousethestorytomakea

children'sbook(66-67).Edmondssaidinhisacceptancespeechforthe

NewberyMedal,"Thecriterionofanychild'sbookshouldbewhetherithas

enoughstuff,humor,reality,wisdom,excitementtobeinterestingtoan

adultmind"(Bostrom66).Thatmustpartlyexplainthecomplexfemaleand

maleperspectives,roles,actions,andrelationshipsofTheMatchlockGun.

Nevertheless,itisalsoaboy'sbook,forithassimplesyntax,savory

diction,andengagingrhythm,aswellasexcitingactionfeaturingabig

gunandevilenemiestobekilledbyaboywhomaturesthroughthecourse

ofhisexperiences.

Historicalfictionforchildrenentertainsthem withpasteras,life

styles,andfamiliesasitcommunicatesthemesapplicabletotheirlives.The

MatchlockGunshowsthatchildrenshouldobeytheirparents,family

membersshouldloveandrelyononeanother,womencanfighttoprotect

theirfamiliesasbravelyandeffectivelyasmen,maturingboysshould

incorporatefemaleinfluencesintotheirmalepursuits,andviolencemay

sometimesbenecessarytoprotectone'sfamily.Someofthosethemesare

goodforboys(andgirls)tolearn,butsome,likethenecessityofviolence,

areproblematic.ThereissomethingtroublingaboutGertruderefusingto

takeherchildrentothesafetyofhermother-in-law'shouseandhaving

Edwardfirethegunto"scare"theIndiansawayandaboutEdward

experiencingincipientpatriarchalprideratherthananyhintofthe

post-traumaticstressthatafflictssoldiersaftercombat.Nonetheless,by

readingabookinwhichafemaleprotagonistismoreprominentthana
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maleone,boysidentifywithandempathizewithafemalecharacter,ideally

learningthatgirlsandwomencanbestrongandmaturingintomore

open-mindedmen.

Surveyingcurrenttrendsinfeministcriticism astheyarebeing

appliedtochildren'sliterature,LissaPaulmakesthefollowingpoints:"the

destabilizationofhierarchicalordersisoneofthemobilizingfeaturesof

feministtheory"(101);criticsandscholarshavebeen"rereading"children's

literature,"search[ing]forafemininetraditionof'other'stories:mother,

daughter,sisterstories...fora'both/and'feminineplotratherthanan

'either/or'Oedipalplot...formultiplicity,plurality,jouissanceanda

valuingofpro-creations,recreationsandnewbeginnings"(103),soasto

turnclassicsofchildren'sliterature"from ...stor[ies]aboutwomen

learninghowtoservemeninto...stor[ies]ofwomensupportingeach

other"(104).Paul'sexemplarytexts,likeLittleWomen(1868-69)byLouisa

MayAlcott,TheSecretGarden(1911)byFrancesHodgsonBurnett,and

Tehanu(1990)byUrsulaK.LeGuin,arebywomen.Althoughthereare

limitstohowfavorablyabooklikeTheMatchlockGunwrittenbyaman

ostensiblyforboysinthefirsthalfofthetwentiethcenturymaybereread

fromafeministperspective,Ihopetohavedemonstratedinthispaperthat

thereareinterestingandusefulinsightsthatmaybegainedbydoingso.

Forinstance,wemay rereadTheMatchlock Gun tofind:Gertrude

destabilizingthehierarchicalpatriarchalorder,an"other"storyfeaturing

Gertrude(theprimaryprotagonist)andTrudy(theoriginaltellerofthe

storyandinspirationforcrucialactionsinit),"multiplicity"intheuseof

femaleandmaleprotagonists,a"both/andfeminineplot[unitingEdward

andGertrude],and"new beginnings"asofTrudybecominganexpert
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spinnerandstoryteller.Surely rereading thenovelwith afeminist

perspectivealsorevealsunappealing thingsliketheconflictbetween

Gertrudeandhermother-in-law,noexampleofwomensupportingeach

other.Furthermore,Trudyisdestinedtofillatraditionalfemalerole,

replacingGertrudeasthefamilyspinster.Nevertheless,inthespunky,

cheerful,andinspiringTrudyandintheproud,brave,andresourceful

Gertrude,Edmondswritesfemalecharacterswhoareatleastasstrongas

hismalecharacters,andrereadingthenovelfrom afeministperspective

ratherthanonlyfromthatofitsboys'historicaladventuregenrereveals

anappealingcomplexityvis-�-visgenderthatmustpartlyexplainwhy,

despiteitsegregiousdepictionofNativeAmericans,itwontheNewbery

Medalandremainspopulartothisday.
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