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Abstract : We examined the short—term prognoses of 273 very low birth weight infants in our
NICU between 2003 during 2008. The mortality rate in our NICU was 15.0% , that was worse
than the national average (10.0%). With regard to major neonatal diseases, respiratory dis-
tress syndrome was more common at our institution than the national average and the differ-
ence was significant. In addition, patent ductus arteriosus (26.4% VS 30.8%), sepsis (5.9% VS
7.3%) and gastrointestinal perforation (1.5% VS 2.29%) occurred less frequently than the na-
tional averages, however, the differences were not significant. Tracheal intubation (64.8% VS
55.09%), ligation of patent ductus arteriosus (25.0% VS 15.8%)and steroid therapy for late-onset
circulatory dysfunction of neonates (15.2% VS 5.5%) were more common in our NICU than the
national averages and the differences were significant. Therefore, the short—term prognoses of
very low birth weight infants in our NICU were not sufficient compared with the common na-
tional database. It is therefore necessary to improve these data, and we thus plan to continue
additional studies of the long—term prognoses of very low birth weight infants in our NICU to
monitor our progress.
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