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A Reconsideration on the Heroon of Konstantinos I
— the tombs of the family members of Basileios I and Leon VI —

Yuichi TAKI

At the Church of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople, there was the Heroon of Konstantinos I, the
rotunda of the 4th century, and the burial place of the first Christian emperor Konstantinos I (324-337).

In the middle Byzantine period, Byzantine emperors found their final rest place in this mausoleum. In this

study, the burial place of family members of two emperors, Basileios I (867-886) and Leon VI (886-912),

are examined. The burial place of the family members of Basileios were divided into 3 groups, in the
Heroon, in the Church of St. Euphemia at the St. Euphemia Monastery in the Petrion quarter of

Constantinople, and in the Chapel of the Prodromos at the same monastery and the Heroon was reserved

for Emperors and Empresses. But the all families of Leon VI, except one member, the 4th empress, Zoe

Karbonopsina, found their burial place in the Heroon. And the imperial Heroon looks just like Leon’s own

family mausoleum.

Key Words: Constantinople, Byzantine Architecture, the Church of the Holy Apostles,

the Heroon of Konstantinos I, the family tombs
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